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were the Scenes d'Asrieulture and the Cornices 
(sort of local parish societies formed by the far- 
mers and tenants of a district to improve methods 
of cultivation) , These Societies of Agriculture ren- 
dered great service. Verv often around one of them 
the whole intellectual life of a province has grown 
up, and among these Societies of Agriculture are 
some of renown, such especially the Societe Natio- 
nale d 1 Agriculture de France. Founded in the XVIII 
century, this society has since counted among its 
members the most eminent agriculturists of each 
epoch, and is still today looked to for guidance by 
the public authorities and the whole world of agri- 
culture in France. But for the most part such so- 
cieties only succeeded in bringing together small 
bodies of the learned. They were veritable Acade- 
mies. They could in no way reach the mass of the 
rural population and bring to their doors the forces 
of an association. The Cornices already came nearer 
home to the small agriculturists, but only to give 
to some medals and other rewards, without, how- 
ever, imparting to them the vivifying forces of the 
mutual aid or cooperative society. 

Things were thus until 1884. On March 23rd of 
that year a law was passed which in France stands 
as the charter of all professional associations. Its first 
article mentioned that : « Professional associations 
have exclusively for object the study and defence 
of commercial and agricultural economic interests » * 

Societies founded as such had two privi- 
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leges : first, freedom ; and second, personality. 

Freedom : Article 291 of the Penal Code is no 
longer applicable to them, They can henceforth be 
formed and live without special authorization, erveti 
when numbering more than twenty members. Our 
law of 1901 has since recognized the same liberty 
for all associations, so that agricultural societies 
have no longer any particular advantage in thid 
respect; but this advantage which they had had 
between 1884 and 1901 has counted for much in 
their subsequent development. 

Personality : Societies were now able to enjoy 
patrimonial rights, to plead in justice, to be able 
to receive gifts and legacies. In principle they can 
thus enrich themselves without limit. But they are 
forbidden to possess property other than that neces- 
sary for carrying on their work. They have the 
right to possess an establishment for their meetings 
and in which to store their archives and libraries, 
perhaps even land for purposes of experiment — 
in a word, really considerable real property, in 
spite of the apparent rigor of the law. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETIES UNDER THE INFLUENCE 

OF THE LAW OF 1884. 

At this date of 1884 French agriculture was pass- 
ing through a crisis. Since a number of years the 
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prices of the principal products of agriculture had 
been steadily falling. This was first of all followed 
bv a diminution both of the cash value of land and 
its rent. The holders were no better off than the land- 
lords, and unprofitable sales ate into their profits. 
Agricultural labourers were doomed to a state of 
stagnation as regards wages, whilst the pay of fac- 
tory workers was ever steadily and rapidly on the 
increase. To combat such ills, those who had the 
welfare of French agriculture at heart were prepared 
to make every effort, and prepared in consequence 
to receive suggestions which at other times might 
have fallen on indifferent or inattentive ears. Thus 
those men who, with great energy, placed them- 
selves at the head of the agricultural society move- 
ment were soon listened to. The first agricultural 
societies appeared on the morrow of the law of 1884. 
Since then they have multiplied with singular rapi- 
dity. In this connection a few figures are neces- 
sary. Below we give those bearing on the number 
of societies and their adherents since 1884 : 

NUMBER OK NUMBER OF THEIR 
YEAR SOCIETIES ADHERENTS 

1884 J 5 » 

1890 648 234,234 

1895 1,188 385,199 

1900 2,069 512,794 

1905 3,116 659,953 

1910 4,948 813,038 

1913 6,178 976,157 

I. At July J st. 



o 



Agricultural societies are now to be found every- 
where in France and each « departement », or 
county (of which there are 86 in France) , has sever- 
al w T ithin its bounds. The movement for the for- 
mation of such societies is far from enjoying the 
same activity in all parts of our country. In the 
North and in Normandy the societies are relatively 
few in number. Neither is their action in the Cen- 
tral Plateau very important. On the other hand, 
they succeed admirably in the Eastern counties, 
the South-East, and in nearly the whole of the valley 
of the Loire. Generally speaking, it must be said 
with M. de Rocquigny that « their success is great 
in the districts of small-scale cultivation and in the 
wine-growing zone, but that, on the contrary, dis- 
tricts of large-scale cultivation, cereal producing 
and cattle breeding districts seem less propitious 
to them. » 

Beside, or rather above, the societies are the 
unions of societies. Here again development has 
been singularly rapid. Below we give the figures : 





NUMBER 


OF 


NUMBER OF 


NUMBER OF 




UNIONS 


OF 


SOCIETIES 


MEMBERS 


YEAR 


SOCIETIES 


UNITED 


OF THE UNIONS 


1886 . . 


2 




y 


» 


1890 . . 


9 




» 


m 


1895 . . 


17 




» 


» 


1900 . . 


35 




1,326 


487,145 


1905 . . 


45 




2,617 


685,354 


1910 . . 


77 




4,726 


1,014,291 


1913 . . 


85 




6,021 


1,117,475 
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It results from this that nearly all the agricul- 
tural societies in France are at the present moment 
adherents of some union, since out of 6178 groups 
of which the census was taken in 1913, only 157 
appear to he unattached. It is even remarkable to 
see that the number of members of unions is super- 
ior to the number of members of the societies 
taken separately. At first sight this seems para- 
doxical, but it must be remembered that there 
are unions superposed one upon the other, a 
central union above district unions. From this it 
is seen that members forming part of one society 
may appear twice in the statistical tables relating 
to the unions. 



DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF OUR 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES 

Behind these general figures are very diverse 
realities, and the societies as well as the unions 
appear under multiple aspects. In the first place as 
regards the societies, they can differ in their com- 
position, in their importance, or in their methods 
of action and the details of their regulations. 

As to their composition : the agricultural societies 
should group together none but agriculturists ; but 
they have the right to open their ranks to all who 
live by the soil in whatsoever way. So that in these 
groups may figure landlords, farmers, « metayers », 
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and agricultural labourers. In fact, for the most 
part an agricultural society is in theory open as 
much to one as to the others ; but we shall see how 
and why in practice the owning masters are inscrib- 
ed on the registers to the exclusion of the salaried 
workers. It is found exceptionally that certain agri- 
cultural groups are not, as we have just pointed 
out, accessible to the whole rural community, but 
that they receive in their ranks either only land- 
ords, only tenants, or only salaried labourers. It 
is thus that owners of forest lands in a number of 
parts of France have banded themselves together 
into societies either for the defence of their general 
interests, for example against fiscal injustices or 
more particularly to fight against the exigencies of 
the workers themselves grouped against the em- 
ployers. There are also societies composed exclu- 
sively of « metayers ». These latter are especially 
numerous in the Bourbonnais district, where they 
have been grouped together in opposition to the 
landlords and for the triumph of the special revMi-* 
dications of our small farmers sharing the proceeds 
of their efforts with their landlord. At the present 
time groups of this sort outside the Bourbonnais 
district tend to develop in other regions where 
a metayage » is general, as for example in the 
Creuse or in Perigord. Lastly, there are societies 
exclusively formed of labourers, comparable to 
industrial trades unions, for the most part affiliated 
to the Confederation Generate du Travail and ordi- 
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narily very violent against the employers. In the 
course of the last few years these « red » societies 
have appeared in very diverse regions of France 
— among the wood-cutters of Nievre and Cher, 
the resin-tappers of the Landes, the vine growers 
of central Languedoc, and even among the hands 
of large farms cultivating beetroot and wheat, so 
numerous in the environs of Paris. 

In remains, nevertheless, that the true agricul- 
tural society, that which constitutes an institution 
very special to France, is by right open to all agri- 
culturists ; that, as a matter of fact, its efforts should 
be directed to recruiting its members from all the 
diverse categories of the rural world. 

The Societies differ also by their importance. 
There are some whose sphere of influence is very 
wide, covering a whole county, sometimes more. 
In such cases their adherents number thousands. 
Others, on the contrary, confine themselves to 
grouping together inhabitants of the same commune, 
perhaps even of the same hamlet. In the time which 
immediately followed 1884 the apostles of agricul- 
tural societes made every effort to create powerful 
organizations, thus capable of better bringing pres- 
sure to bear on public bodies. To this end they 
sought wicle areas and consequently great numbers 
in their adherents. This conception has, however, 
been abandoned. The great societies which still 
subsist, as for example that of the agriculturists of 
Sarthe, the agriculturists of Vienne, the Syndicat 
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Agricole de l'Anjou, the agriculturists of Basses- 
Pyr6n6es, Deux-Sfevres, of the Aveyron, or even 
the Syndicat Central des Agriculteurs de France, 
are of relatively ancient formation. It is very 
doubtful whether anyone would think of creating 
them to-day. This is because it has been found that 
one of the greatest forces of the association results 
from the personal and intimate relations of its 
members. Men who know each other personally, 
who meet often, who have daily opportunities of 
judging each other, are more ready to submit to 
the discipline and individual sacrifice that mem- 
bership of a society calls for. As regards the weak- 
ness which is the consequence of a too small num- 
ber of adherents, this becomes of no importance as 
soon as there are the unions. The role of these 
unions is, in fact, precisely to intervene there where 
the force of numbers becomes a necessity. Suppos- 
ing for example that it is a question of a matter 
to be brought to the notice of the public autho- 
rities, for the success, say, of a proposed Bill 
relating to agriculture : A few small societies 
from the communes would run the risk of not 
being listened to. But the district union, grou- 
ping together thousands of members, or if needs 
be a central union grouping together hundreds 
of thousands, would have the necessary authority. 
It is the same for purchases in common. Where 
the orders of a small group would be far too de- 
tailed, those of a union are sufficientlv bulkv to 
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ensure the very best conditions for all concerned. 

It must be noted, however, that in a country like 
France, where the local geography of the commune 
is not always carried out on a well conceived plan, 
where often under the same administrative unit 
villages having no considerable dealing one with 
another are grouped together, the communal type 
cannot always be put forward as the best represen- 
tative. It must be considered simply as the most 
normal, and that is all. But such situations are often 
merely a question of temperament. 

The societies mav differ also by their form of 
action or by the details of their regulations. More 
often, as we shall see in detail, their role is a very 
complex one ; but there are also some specialized 
societies limiting their efforts to one particular 
object, such for example the cattle breeding socie- 
ties, beetroot cultivation societies, societies of wine 
producers, horticulturists, etc. As a type of these 
specialized societies we may take the societies of 
cattle breeders confining themselves to the acquis- 
ition of good reproducing animals, their care, 
and questions of milk control. Certain of these 
societies have powerfully contributed to the amel- 
ioration of French cattle, particularly of the 
bovine race ; but the very excess of their specializ- 
ation places them in the margin of our great 
agrarian society movement. 

Differences exist also between the regulations of 
the diverse societies, and such differences can 
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bear on many points of detail. But there is no- 
thing in this connection of much importance to 
point out, and the reader can form an opinion 
from the statutes annexed to this treatise, which 
he can consider as models fulfilling the conditions 
of the most common and the most desirable type 
of society. 



UNIONS OF SOCIETIES 

With regard to the unions, a distinction must bo 
made between district unions and the central 
union of the agricultural societies, the Onion Cen- 
trals des Syndieats Agricols, to give it its official 
title. The district unions, with a sphere varying 
greatly in extent, unite groups of one or several 
counties, often, too, of districts not corresponding 
to any administrative area. Th£ best known of 
these district unions, the most productive of very 
diverse manifestations of activity, is that of the 
South* West. This union groups together about five 
hundred scattered societies in the valley of the 
Rhone around Lyons and in Savoy. The Union 
des Alpes et de Provence, with about three hun- 
dred societies, should also be mentioned, as should 
the Union du Midi, whose headquarters are at Tou- 
louse, and the Union des Pyrenees et les Landes, 
the Union Girondine and the Union du Perigord. 
There is also in the Plateau Central a union of 
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fairly recent origin but whose activity is already 
great. In the East, mention should be made of 
the Union de Bourgogne et de Franche-Comte, 
and the still younger Union Lorraine. In the 
North, the Syndicat du Nord, the Syndicat du Pas- 
de-Calais et de la Somme form a Union du Nord. 
And lastly we find in the Ile-de-France the Unions 
of the Oise and Seine-et-Oise. The figures that we 
have published show that this enumeration is far 
from exhaustive, and we have wished merely to 
indicate the most prosperous as well as the best 
known among the district unions. All, of course, 
are not active in the same manner. The Union du 
Sud-Est, for instance, has always been preoccu- 
pied with questions of a social order. It is owing 
in great measure to those at its head that the devel- 
opment of admirable institutions of mutual aid is 
due, notably in regard to rural insurance against 
fire. Its example, it would seem, is about to be 
happily imitated by the new Union of the Central 
Plateau. Others, noteworthy among them the 
Union du Midi, have turned their attention in a 
direct way rather towards economic and material 
questions. Occasionally some specialization or 
other emerges from the very nature of things. 
Thus, for example, the Union Girondine confines 
itself almost exclusively to wine producing, whilst 
the Union du Limousin turns its efforts to cattle 
breeding. The Union Centrale des Agriculteurs de 
France does not group together, as one might sup- 
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pose, the societies of the district jusl named. The 
fusion of the unions would not conform to the 
principle of our present legislation, so suspicious 
of everything apparently above the simple associa- 
tion or society, and which has refused to recognise 
that simple unions should have any juridical perso- 
nality. The Union Central directly unites the socie- 
ties. Some are affitiated only to it ; others form 
part at one and the same time of a district union and 
the Central Union. This Central Union embraces 
at the present moment about 2,500 societies. Its 
economic life is intense, as is shown by the fact 
that the business of its co-operative organization 
amounts to more than three million francs annually. 
Its re-insurance service is, as we shall show later, 
more fully in another treatise, equally of the highest 
importance, especially as regards fire insurance. 



PROGRAMME OF THE AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETIES 

After having thus outlined Ihe general history 
of the agricultural society movement, it remains 
for us to understand and appreciate the work of 
these agricultural societies in France. This end 
can best be attained by first of all giving the read- 
er some idea of their programme, and then exam- 
ining in what measure they have already been 
able to realize their aims. 
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^fow, to speak of the programme of the agricul- 
tural societies it is meet that we should bring out 
in relief a very essential fact : that is, that in 
this programme there is a sort, not exactly of 
opposition between, but rather duality in, the end 
pursued and the means employed. The ideal of 
those entrusted with the guidance of the fortunes 
of our agricultural societies is to make of their high 
mission a work at the same time moral* social and 
political ; but by this they understand that, in order 
to reach their goal, they should have recourse 
always and only to purely economic means, unit- 
ing the members of the societies by holding out to 
them as an attraction the material services which 
a society alone can render. In a word, it is a ques- 
tion of placing at the service of a very high ideal- 
ism a very wideawake and far-seeing realism. 



THE AMBITIONS OF THE AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETIES, MORAL, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

Let us see in the first place what are the moral, 
social and political ambitions of those most con- 
scious of the importance of their mission among the 
heads of our agricultural societies. In the moral 
order their aim is nothing less than a veritable 
forming anew of the peasant mind. It has often 
been said that the French tillers of the soil were 
of an excessive individualism. During many centur- 
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ies, it is true, they laboured alone on the face of 
the land which they cultivated, each bowed over 
his furrow, looking forward to the harvest for his 
means of subsistence, without economic relations 
of anv kind and almost without social intercourse 
with the external world. Then the economy of 
money filtered through the economy of kind. Its 
conquest went on, ceaselessly asserting itself, till 
the peasant who formerly toiled for his daily bread 
and for that of his family or his village commu- 
nity now began to produce for a market where he 
would go and sell his goods. Already we have 
here something more social. But in the market- 
place, however, he found only antagonisms of 
interest. Nothing there developed the sensation of 
necessary mutual aid; he found himself face to face 
with nothing but the bitter struggle of competition. 
It was no longer the isolation of former days, but 
in its place was the battle of egoism. Moral pro- 
gress could by no means be great under such con- 
ditions. But by the influence and force of associa- 
tion we have every right to look forward to a 
better future. Thanks to the society, the con- 
science is developed, as are the natural ties of in- 
terdependence which necessarily unite all men* 
It is self-evident that men of the same profession 
have something better to do than to combat one 
another by competition, that they are co-labourers 
in a common work, of which the general success 
of all will be of profit equally to each. It must 
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then soon be seen that association is only possible 
and productive if united with an acceptance of dis- 
cipline freely submitted to, with a spirit of abne- 
gation and reciprocal sacrifice. Is it excessive, then, 
to hope that to preach such necessities in the in- 
dustrial life of a nation is to prepare the under- 
standing for a larger, mm* commercial life, and to 
open up a way to the most elevated forms of 
altruism? 

There is also the social problem, always so closely 
bound up with the moral probem. In that again 
the agricultural society has its ambitions, and they 
are great. In no country perhaps do men of differ- 
ent classes of the rural world live so closely in 
contact with one another as in France, thanks to 
our admirable distribution of the land. Almost 
everywhere in our country the little and the big 
landlord live side by side. But proximity in itself is 
not always suliicient to ensure mutual confidence. 
It is, on the contray, quite as capable of engender* 
ing hate and envy. The history of our revolutions 
shows that this has been so more than once. But 
the agricultural societies, because they are open to 
all, because they bind all classes together in the 
same groups, can they not aspire to become admir- 
able agents of social peace ? One of our greatest 
sociologists, Leplay, has often written that order 
can subsist onlv thanks to the social authorities, 
conscious of their duties towards the masses and 
knowing how, by the accomplishment of these du- 
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ties, to inspire a neeeasary respect in the people. 
In this there are conceptions which are hardly any 
longer compatible with the way followed by a de- 
mocracy like our own. Those who ought to have 
social authority, when they appear individually, 
even with the best intentions, soon become objects 
of suspicion and are held apart. In the agricultur- 
al society, on the contrary, their place is marked. 
It is that of devotion to duty, intelligence and often 
of generosity. In view of the services already ren* 
dered, after the daily bringing closer together of 
all concerned, how will it be possible that many 
obstacles will not fall of themselves? 

There remains the political question. By this we 
do not mean, of course, that of electoral order. The 
societies, to win and preserve authority, should 
carefully abstain from electoral politics. Never in 
France have they sought to descend into the arena 
of party strife. Sometimes suspicion has fallen 
upon them owing to the names or the ideas of cer*- 
tain of their directing members, but never has any 
indiscretion given ground for such suspicion. But 
anqtherorder of politics canbe conceived than those 
covered by party labels. There could be professional 
politics where the different groups of producers 
would bring forward questions relating to their 
interests, and seek to prepare a way for a legisla- 
tion adapted to their needs and their rights. Up to 
the present this idea of professional politics lacks 
organization in France. It is the ambition of the 

IV, ± 
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societies to prepare opinion to this end. This might 
be in the first place by their unions acquiring 
more and more the habit of addressing themselves 
to the public authorities for the settlement of all 
revindications interesting the profession as a 
whole. Groups counting their members by hun- 
dreds of thousands run no risk of being indiffer- 
ently listened to. In questions upon which they 
are expert they could easily tend to become the 
counsellors of the powers that be, and would 
always be heard. We can go so far as to say that 
agricultural societies have the right to aspire to a 
role in the State even more clearly defined. Already 
at the present time the Chambers of Commerce in 
our country have an official status. Judging from 
all appearances the same will obtain for Chambers 
of Agriculture. No doubt such organisms can not, 
nor ever will be able to, participate directly in the 
legislative authority reserved to parliament. But in 
the elaboration of laws they fulfil auxiliary func- 
tions which can become greater as time goes on. 
Now, the day that Chambers of Agriculture be- 
come a reality, agricultural societies may count on 
having a share, perhaps a preponderant one, in 
the recruitment of their members. And then again, 
among the reforms always in preparation in a great 
free country like France, a laboratory of ideas, 
there is one which commences seriously to interest 
the most enlightened opinions : that is, the consti- 
tutional change which will be brought about bv 
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national representation chosen on a new basis, 
making of one of our two Chambers the emanation, 
not of isolated individuals or political groups born 
of universal suffrage, but really of the professions 
themselves. To prepare opinion in this new way of 
thinking, our societies, particularly our agricultur- 
al societies, are ready-formed agents of propa- 
ganda. And in the political order professional re- 
presentation appears more and more as the supreme 
goal towards which their efforts should tend. 



MATERIAL AMBITIONS OF THE SOCIETIES. 

We have said that these ambitions, of a nature 
at times to make them appear far off and even 
indistinct, were based on a determined realism. If 
it had been attempted only to set out before the 
French peasants the programme that we have just 
sketched, most of them would have held aloof from 
it, suspicious of words and phrases behind which 
there is no immediate tangible result. So these 
societies have set themselves the task of attracting 
adherents by rendering them material and indivi- 
dual services, for example, by acting for them as 
agents in the purchase of goods which they need ; 
or by helping them to sell their produce ; or mul- 
tiplying for them institutions of credit and insu- 
rance. There is no need here to develop this at 
any length for the reader to understand what is 
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thie economic besides the moral, social and poli- 
tical programme such as we have drawn it in its 
broad lines. 



REALIZATIONS OF THE PROGRAMME OF 
THE SOCIETIES ; PURCHASES IN COMMON, 

It is not sufficient to have merely traced a pro- 
gramme. We ought also examine in what measure 
the societies have been able to realize it. In this 
examination we will speak first of all of the eco- 
nomic services which they have rendered, and are 
rendering, to their members. We have just seen 
that the societies could at first think of commission 
as a means of facilitating purchases made on behalf 
of their adherents. It was by fertilizers that the 
agricultural societies in France began, and at the 
present time it is still in this form of acquisition 
that they render the most considerable and most 
appreciated services, On the one hand, the trans- 
formations of our agriculture which unceasingly 
tends to become more and more industrial, the 
necessities of a soil like ours worked since a very 

• 

long time, give in our country considerable impor- 
tance to the question of fertilizers. On the other 
hand, fertilisers are difficult to buy well. In no 
other article is fraud more to be feared, and it 
cannot be successfully combatted without very rare 
scientific knowledge, at least very rare among our 
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small cultivators. These societies, by making the 
best fertilizers known to their members; by carry- 
ing out at headquarters expert examinations of 
their qualities, not to mention the profits which 
always go with purchases in bulk, procure consi- 
derable advantages for their members. « Agricul- 
tural societies », as M. de Rocquigny has written, 
« have, so to speak, democratized the use of arti- 
ficial fertilizers, which before their advent were 
practically unknown to the middle-class and small 
cultivator » . When the position held in agricultural 
France by farms not considerable in extent is 
known, there is here something very striking, and 
one can say without exaggeration that in their way 
the agricultural societies have greatly contributed 
to the progressive evolution of the cultivation of the 
French soil. 

But agriculturists have not only need of fertiliz- 
ing materials; they also need seeds, etc. and all 
kinds of impliments of agriculture, from the sim- 
plest tools to the largest machinery. Each special 
kind of cultivation has, further, its own needs pecul- 
iar to it. The wine producers, for example, have to 
purchase sugar for the preparation of their vintages, 
to procure sulphur and sulphate of copper, neces- 
sities in the struggle against cryptogamic diseases. 
For these divers purchases, how could it have 
been otherwise than that the collective method 
which had succeeded so well for fertilizers should 
have been thought of? Thus it is that there is not 
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one of the articles above enumerated on which the 
commercial activity of the agricultural societies 
has not been exercised. They have even at times 
gone much further. In the larger sense of the term, 
one may consider that all objects necessary to 
agriculturists help them in the exercise of their 
profession. Why then not go so far as collective 
purchases of clothing, linen, groceries, etc., ? As 
a matter of fact, the greater number of agricul- 
tural societies have held back from such an exten- 
sion of their economic role. But all have not been 
as prudent. In certain districts, particularly in the 
East, « grocery societies » have been developed 
which might more accurately be termed « bazaar 
societies ». 

All the operations which we have just indicated 
have been carried out under very different forms. 
Sometimes the society is unpretentious, conBning 
itself to what may be called a « letter-box » role. 
It receives orders from its adherents, transmitting 
each of these orders to its suppliers and ensuring 
execution of them. But such proceedings do not 
give large results. They lead to a splitting up of 
orders too small to allow material commercial 
advantages to be gained. This practice has further 
revealed another inconvenience of the « letter-box » 
society. Merchants in general are hostile to group- 
ings of agriculturists defending the rights of their 
members against them. And, when the individual 
orders are sent to them the merchants can learn 
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from whom they originate. It is then easy for them 
later on to go direct to those who have given the 
orders and by seductive, personally made offers, 
even at the price of momentary sacrifice, turn them 
awav from a societv henceforth useless to them. 
Also, the agricultural societies were quickly brought 
to group the orders of their adherents together in 
order to ensure their execution in bulk, so that the 
identity of those interested would no longer appear. 
But when this point has been reached, why wait 
for the members to make known their requirements 
before placing orders ? From the number of mem- 
bers, by the evident extent of their needs and by 
the figures for previous years, it can be estimated 
what will normally be asked for. What could be 
more simple than to buy goods firm to distribute 
later as the orders come along? One is thus carried 
on degree by degree to veritable purchases followed 
by resale; and the society is inclined to proceed 
along lines comparable to those of an ordinary 
business. But at the bottom of everything there is 
this marked difference, that the society seeks no 
profit and resells at cost price after charging only 
its commission. In the organization of these collec- 
tive purchases the societies ought not only to occupy 
themselves with the form of their operations. They 
have also and especially to make an effort to procure 
goods to the very best advantage. It is only too evi- 
dent that the extent of their services is measured by 
that of the concessions which they are able to get 






from suppliers. To this end the societies very often 
have recourse to the system of tender. This system 
gives good results to our public administrations. 
Theoretically it appears excellent, because with its 
announcements in the Press and its bids it seems 
capable of carrying the effects of competition to their 
maximum. But we live in times when understand- 
ings between suppliers for the raising of prices 
are quite as numerous and often more powerful 
than the forces of groups of consumers to lower 
them. If in our country, in fact, there are no trusts, 
there are certainly a number of kartells whose 
action though more modest is, however, not to be 
lightly passed over. More particularly, understand- 
ings between sellers of fertilizers to ensure mono- 
poly prices to the disadvantage of agriculture have 
been frequent. The system of tender may then 
become dangerous, the bids running the risk of 
being fictitious. So that for the most part the socie- 
ties have been brought to abandon this method of 
getting into negotiations with suppliers. It might 
be presumed that in the face of suppliers banded 
together such negotiations could not lead to any 
great advantages ; but individual temptations must 
be taken into account, temptations, that is. not to 
abide strictly by the rules of the understanding, to 
sell at lower prices than those fixed by the kartell. 
Yet another point. Numbers of societies count 
few members* Their purchases are not sufficiently 
considerable to induce suppliers to make conces- 
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sions of any importance ; but the force of the society 
may then be augmented by concerted action bet* 
ween societies. This concerted action may appear 
under divers forms, sometimes three or four socie- 
ties uniting to make their purchases; but if the 
purchases even then are still relatively small, the 
society unions can come into play with more effect. 
We have seen that ordinarily they take under their 
wing a great number of groups. It might be thought 
that the union would make purchases in common 
for the account of the societies affiliated to it ; but 
this solution appears to be incompatible with our 
law of 1884, which has refused to recognise any 
capacity to perform commercial operations in unions 
of societies and has thus closed the ways of com* 
merce to them. On the other hand, it is easy for 
the unions, without acting directly, to create co- 
operative selling organizations of which the socie- 
ties are the customers. Above these district co- 
operative organizations the Union Centrule des 
Syndicats Agricoles has even created a central co- 
operative institution whose function it is to aliment 
the cooperative organizations of the district unions. 
Purchases in common thus organized have assu- 
med considerable proportions. It is difficult to give 
general figures, for how can we get to know those 
of each society in order to make the total when 
there is no law compelling publication of them? But 
the indications which have been furnished to us bv 
the largest agricultural societies are of the utmost 
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significance. M. de Rocquigny has found on exa- 
mination of the records of only twenty-five societies 
— chosen, it is true, among the most important — 
a round sum of 23 million francs per annum. 

And this is for twenty-five societies only. When 
we recollect that there are more than 6,000 socie- 
ties, a simple calculation, even making allowance 
for smaller and less organized societies not making 
such extensive purchases as the larger, gives us a 
total of great magnitude. When peace is again 
restored, it will be one of the first works of our 
statistical department to obtain exact figures. 

We can easily imagine what a saving is realized 
for French agriculturists, and in this alone we have 
a wonderful proof of the benefits of agricultural 
societies. It will be interesting to have actual 
figures, but it would be still more interesting if a 
table could be drawn up representing approxima- 
tely what the purchases would amount to if made 
individually and not collectively. 

To measure next accurately the services rendered 
we should have to be able to say with exactitude 
in what proportion these societies are able to buy 
more advantageously than individual members left 
to themselves. It is, of course, impossible to give 
an answer to the question posed in these genera] 
terms. But particular instances are very demon- 
strative. It has been said, for example, without 
appearance of exaggeration, that thanks to the col- 
lective purchases made by the societies the prices 



— 27 — 

of fertilizers taken in the mass have been lowered 
from forty to fifty per cent, and the same seems 
quite probable in the case of machinery. An idea 
is at once gained of the lightening all round in 
cost prices which French agriculturists have been 
able to effect by the practice of such methods. 

But there is. always a less favourable point of 
view to everv situation, and it must be admitted 
that purchases in common made by the societies 
have not always been without their dangers. From 
the moment that they engaged in commerce, or 
nearly so, these societies necessarily provoked hos- 
tility. We have already come across the hostility 
of the suppliers who feared to see large conces- 
sions in their sale prices forced upon them. Our 
agricultural societies soon found themselves face 
to face with the mistrust of the village store-keeper. 
As long as the societies confined themselves to 
buying fertilizers, machinery, or even other articles 
necessary to their trade, these village shop-keep- 
ers were not seriously affected. But when « society 
groceries » came on the scene it was quickly other- 
wise. It is easy to understand what it meant to 
the small shop-keeper of a French village to find a 
society store almost at his own door selling what 
he himself sold, and, naturally selling too at chea- 
per rates. A struggle was fatal. This struggle just 
missed compromising the whole future of the agri- 
cultural society movement in France. On the com- 
plaint of the small store-keeper, the French Courts 
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were called upon to decide whether the societies, 
by performing commercial transactions, did not 
go beyond their attributions fixed by the law of 
1884 where it speaks of the study and defence of 
professional interests. Can we, in fact, seriously 
maintain that the societies really study or defend 
agricultural interests by selling salt or sugar, and 
when, moreover, as it often happens, these goods 
are not even reserved for sale to members of the 
societv, but are offered to all comers ? Thus the 
Cour de Cassation in a finding of May 29th, 1908, 
condemned the society groceries without, however, 
laying down sufficiently precisely in what oper- 
ations commercial character appears incompatible 
with the law of 1884. Legislative definitions became 
at once necessary. On the morrow of the finding 
just referred to the government of the day brought 
forward a draft Bill whose aim was « to define as 
far as possible so to do, and in a definite fashion, 
what are the rights and duties of the agricultural 
societies, what they ought and what they ought not 
to undertake ». The originality of this draft lay in 
the creation of economic societies to which a cer- 
tain commercial capacity would have been accord- 
ed, which would have specialized in purchase and 
even in sales in common, and the agricultural 
societies, properly speaking, would have had left 
to them the care of the general interests of their 
profession. The idea was not a happy one. The 
economic societies would have been the cause of 
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the same mistrust on the part of the small store- 
keepers as the societies of today, and it is not easy 
to see what would have been gained by a new law 
on this side. It is, on the other hand, easy to per- 
ceive what agriculturists would have lost. The 
economic societies would have been relegated to 
quite a material role, and in order to take away all 
temptation to cross the bounds of this role, the 
draft of 1908 proposed severe restrictions. It is thus, 
notably, that it forbade the formation of unions of 
economic societies. The aim was to prevent them 
from grouping together and forming a great pro- 
fessional force. But did this not at the same time 
mean placing difficulties in the way of their fulfill- 
ing the role that it was desired they should keep ? 
We have seen, in fact, that unions between socie- 
ties can render important services even for collec- 
tive purchases. It is true that in another way great 
liberty was left to non-economic societies and that 
particularly they had the right to unite among 
themselves as in the past. But from the moment 
that they could no longer serve the material inter- 
ests of their members these groups would have 
been destined soon to decline. Taking everything 
into consideration, the projected bill would have 
destroyed all the force of our system of societies 
lying in the conjunction of services of a material 
with those of a general order. 

At the present moment these conceptions have 
happily been abandoned. But such recollections 
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should serve as a lesson to agricultural societies 
by showing them the danger of an imprudent exten- 
sion of their normal role. Only, this role still 
remains insufficiently defined. It is a matter of 
satisfaction that the draft of 1908 was abandoned. 
But it is none the less true that a law is necessary ; 
and this necessity, in the course of our last legis- 
lature, led to a whole parliamentary task. We will 
only recall a draft emanating from the govern- 
ment. We speak of that put on the table of the 
Chambre des D6put&s on May 9th, 1913, by the 
government of which M. Barthou was Prime Minis- 
ter. This draft was not concerned alone with agri- 
cultural societies. Conformably with the economic 
principle of the law of 1884 it gives the same 
legal status to all professional societies. Let us 
see only what were its stipulations in regard to 
collective purchases. « The societies » says M. Bar- 
thou's draft, « if they are authorized by their sta- 
tutes so to do, and under the condition that they are 
not to distribute profits even in the guise of aid to 
members, may buy, in order to distribute or share 
among their members, articles necessary to the 
exercise of their profession, raw materials, tools, 
instruments, machinery, fertilizers, seeds. » It 
results from this that the societies would hence- 
forth be within the letter of the law when they 
confined themselves solely to provisioning their 
members in articles necessary for agriculture. In 
view of the multiplicity of the forms of collective 
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purchases that we have already noted, the reader 
might desire more details. But the general idea is 
right which condemns the agricultural society when 
it sells to all but allows it, on the contrary, to 
furnish its own members with everything apper- 
taining to their profession. 



COLLECTIVE SALES 

When we pass from purchases to sales of the pro- 
duce of the soil, the activity of the societies appears 
less great. This activity manifests itself nevertheless 
in many forms. Sometimes the agricultural associa- 
tion itself makes an effort to aid its members in the sale 
of their produce. If needs be it carries out collective 
sales comparable in every way with the collective 
purchases we have just examined. It also happens 
that the society may confine itself to the creation of 
a subsidiary cooperative organization. Here we 
will only dwell on the direct action of the agricul- 
tural societies. Another treatise, as a matter of 
fact, deals with the development in our country of 
cooperative selling organizations. Consequently we 
could hardly deal with the subject here without 
unnecessary repetition. 

A general observation is required, however. It 
is remarkable to have to note that in the matter 
of sales the agricultural societies more often have 
recourse to the system of subsidiary cooperative 
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organizations, whereas for purchases in common, 
on the contrary, they do not hesitate to carry out 
the whole transaction themselves. Why this differ- 
ence ? It has often been explained by saying that 
the selling, more than the purchasing, of goods is 
of such a nature as to carry the societies towards 
veritable acts of commerce. Such an assertion is 
too vague ; but one can go further towards the real- 
ity. When the societies buy in common they 
incur but very light responsibility. What have they 
to fear, in fact? The insolvability of the purcha- 
sers or the bad quality of the goods. But it is 
quite simple for them only to deliver against cash 
or where thev know they run no risk, since thev 
are selling to their own members. It is not much 
more difficult for them to choose suppliers offering 
sufficient guarantees. With sales, however, it is 
quite another matter. The societies have to do busi- 
ness with buyers whom they do not know, and the 
risks of non-payment become great. Then again, 
the members of the society bring to it for disposal 
produce of varying quality. Some may be tempted 
to commit fraud, and here comes in the necessity 
for delicate appreciations which in certain cases 
might be injurious. It is true that in such observa- 
tions one might discover the germ of difficulties in 
the way of the selling cooperative organizations, 
as well as in the case of the society taking upon 
itself the role of seller. Also, our study of these 
cooperative organizations for selling shows that 
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their development in France is not very consider- 
able. Nevertheless, is not an organization spe- 
cially created with a view to determined commer- 
cial operations, moving in its entirity towards such 
operations, more fit and proper than a less clearly 
defined organization like the society ? On the other 
hand, the same professional association can em- 
brace agriculturists whose specialities differ. Cattle 
rearers in its ranks may he found side by side 
with tenants of wheat farms, for example. If the 
society concerns itself with the sale of cereals, the 
cattle rearers may not see the necessity for it, and 
will express surprise that their group spends its 
energies in a direction without interest for them. 
Inversely as regards cattle. If, on the contrary, 
there exist subsidiary cooperative organizations, 
each will enter that selling his produce, and all 
will more evidently be in a normal institution. 

In face of organisms so supple as the societies 
such observations can by no means be considered 
absolute ; and in many cases the action of the 
society has been direct, without the creation of 
any subsidiary organization in order to facilitate 
sales for its members or to act for them. In a 
general way this is the case with products of 
secondary importance. Nevertheless, at certain 
moments on the morrow of 1900 the military autho- 
rities wished for their purchases of wheat to pro- 
ceed by tender direct to agriculturists ; the societies 
more than once contracted, uniting the resources 
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of their members for the deliveries. This practice 
has been abandoned since the legal finding of 1908 
condemning acta of commerce coming direct from 
societies. 

For other sales more interesting and continued 
efforts have been made. We would not have the 
pretension to be able to present them all here, but 
special mention should be made of certain societies 
which have sold very different kinds of produce. 

For butter we have to look especially to the dis- 
tricts of Brittany and Normandy. Already since 
many years certain professional groups have suc- 
ceeded in alimenting large customers in their neigh- 
bourhood, sending them consignments in parcels 
by post made up of collective lots. M. de Rocqui- 
gny particularly points out the Syndicat Agricole 
du Calvados and the Syndicat des Agriculteurs de 
la Manche, who do considerable business not only 
in butter, as just mentioned, but also in horses, 
cider-apples, cider, straw and hay. In the same 
order of ideas, certain initiatives have been spe- 
cially productive of results. The Syndicat de Romo- 
rantin has often been cited. This society groups 
together numbers of market-gardeners selling vege- 
tables of everv kind. To aid them their society 
undertakes a sort of placing of their goods by qual- 
ity, after which consignments in common are 
made, going in most cases to the Paris Central 
Markets ; and after deduction of incidental expenses, 
each receives his share proportionate to the amount 
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of goods supplied by him in each category and the 
prices obtained. It would seem that in practice 
there is one great obstacle in such a system, those 
interested being apt to multiply their complaints 
as to the fashion in which their producce is classi- 
fied. As a matter of fact, there are sufficient guar- 
antees of impartiality with regard to those who 
classify the goods and sufficient authority to obviate 
this. Certain societies of the south have obtained 
perhaps still better results. We must cite notably 
those of the Alpes-Maritimes, which devote their 
attention to the sale of flowers and send collective 
consignments abroad; the Syndicat Agricole du 
Comtat, whose headquarters are at Carpentras, 
has also greatly enriched its members by obtaining 
from the Paris-Lyons-Mediterranean Railway spe- 
cial waggons for the extra rapid transit of straw- 
berries, and thus ensuring an opening on the English 
market formerly closed to them owing to distance. 
Very often agricultural societies have not con- 
fined themselves to selling. They also undertake 
divers other operations, making up and mixing, 
veritable industrial transformations of produce. 
Some societies of the Bouches-du-Rhdne possess 
mills for obtaining olive oil, others, notably that of 
Roquevaire, in Provence, prepare capers freshly 
gathered by their members for preserving, and 
thus ensure for them better profits on the sales of 
this article than when formerly disposed of indivi- 
duals. The same societv, and others besides in 
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the same district, have undertaken similar opera- 
tions with apricots in preserve. This enumeration 
merely serves as an example, and is far from giving 
a complete idea of the very numerous and very 
varied undertakings. 



SERVICES RENDERED BY THE SOCIETIES 
OTHER THAN PURCHASES AND SALES 

IN COMMON 

The agricultural societies, besides collective 
purchases and sales, render many other services 
of a material order to their members, in some 
cases by their direct action, in others by their 
instigating initiative. 

The professional associations have notably great- 
ly contributed to the progress of the use of agri- 
cultural machinery in France. Quanitities of machin- 
ery are of a high price and difficult to handle, and 
small owners may not have the necessary capital 
for their acquisition. They might also find them- 
selves embarrassed to know how to work some of 
the more complicated of this machinery. The inter- 
vention of the societies is here particularly useful. 
It can, according to the needs of the situation, 
make purchases of various kinds. The machinery 
which it purchases it holds at the disposal of its 
members, charging only a very modest sum for 
hire, and in some cases loaning it gratuitously. 
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When the societies are not in possession of the 
necessary resources for making such purchases, 
they can at least try to obtain special concessions 
in prices for their members for purchases made 
individually by them, and in most cases they suc- 
ceed. We have also said that the societies can per- 
form good instigatory work. In this way they 
have played a considerable role in the organiza- 
tion and development of agricultural credit. It is 
also to them that we owe the efforts which have 
succeeded in multiplying in our country districts 
mutual insurance of all kinds, particularly against 
fire and against animal mortality : but this is not 
the place to study financial aid or insurance. In 
this connection there are institutions concerning 
which we shall speak again in more detail in ano- 
ther treatise. 

Lastly, we might add that the agricultural socie- 
ties seek more and more to render material ser- 
vices, not only to those who own, but also to the 
labouring classes. In this they can succeed by 
many means. To begin with, they can find situa- 
tions for labourers. Their intervention can also be 
of great service either in the question of pensions 
or of compensation for accident. In regard to acci- 
dents, this may take the form of multiplying 
mutual insurances and, as regards pensions, by 
organizing self-controlled funds as provided for 
by our law of 1910. 
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IN WHAT MEASURE THE SOCIETIES HAVE 

REALIZED THEIR SOCIAL, MORAL, AND 

POLITICAL PROGRAMME : THE MORAL 

PART 

That which comes under the heading of moral 
is particularly imponderable. For this part of agri- 
cultural society action therefore there can be no 
precise data. But all those who know our French 
country-side well hnow what great diflerence exists 
everywhere between father and son. During many 
years we were told that the new generation spring- 
ing up on the land carried in it the seed of admir- 
able forces of enthusiasm and action. Some among 
us who are no longer young were rather sceptical 
of these fine promises : it is not always easy to 
recognize superiority in others. But war has come 
upon us, and the « young France » of today has 
risen to the occasion in almost unexpected fashion. 
Without doubt, to prepare such men many causes 
have been necessary, and our enemies are finding 
out to their cost how perilous it can be to call 
forth the might of a great people possessing such 
energies, which they have ungenerously wished to 
hold down under a law of defeat But is it excess- 
ive to think that the spirit of association has, in 
a certain measure, prepared the spirit of sacrifice, 
and that our agricultural societies have also done 
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their share in our national re-awakening ? If behind 
the statutes and formal reports of proceedings we 
could get at the daily realities, we should see that 
more than one society has been a school of patriot- 
ism as well as of professional solidarity. 



THE SOCIAL PART 

The agricultural societies in France have also 
greatly contributed to maintain social peace in our 
country districts. It has often been said that this 
peace was sufficiently ensured by the community 
of existence and by the closeness of the relations 
between employers and employed, inside as well 
as outside the farm. Perhaps; but in a time like 
ours, when classes are violently reared one against 
the other, the danger of battle between them may 
be everywhere. In the course of the last few years, 
beside the industrial strikes, a number of agricul* 
tural strikes have- made their appearance. Such 
strikes have broken out among the wood-cutters 
of Cher and of Nievre, among the agricultural 
labourers of the South, on the large beetroot farms 
of the region of Paris, and elsewhere. In fact, in 
these elements of perturbation it is particularly 
interesting to see what has been the conciliatory 
force of the society. We have already seen that 
one of their ambitions is to bring together the rich 
and poor in their ranks by making them co*work- 
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ers in the same cause. Even the number of socie- 
ties, recruited by force of circumstances in all 
categories of the rural world, shows that this end 
is being well attained. 

But there are points in this upon which it is 
meet that we should insist in some detail. Now, 
the societies have not only brought together 
classes, but have contributed, and are contributing 
still, to maintain that class which is the most inter- 
esting for social peace. We refer, of course, to 
small holders, who are so numerous in France. 
Thanks to them we have forces of stability which 
are particularly great. But it is a question wheth- 
er the contemporaneous agricultural technique 
is compatible with the maintenance of small-scale 
cultivation. And we certainly must not confound 
the parcelling up of the exploitation with the par- 
celling up of property. None the less, the triumph 
of cultivation carried out on a large scale would 
be incompatible with the survival of our small 
landlords. This is not the place to enter into a 
classic debate on the different types of cultivation. 
We can say at once that the industrialization of 
agriculture, were it only by its exigencies in capi- 
tal of all kinds and particularly in machinery, cons- 
titutes a peril for the small owner and an element 
of success against him in competing with concerns 
run on a large scale. But the society, because it 
allows small farmers to purchase and sell on the 
same footing as the biggest, because it can ensure 
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credit for them, occasions the disappearance of the 
causes of their inferiority. It can therefore be said 
that professional grouping is an agent of support 
for small-scale cultivation and in consequence for 
the small proprietor. The apologists of our agri- 
cultural societies have not perhaps sufficiently 
insisted on the great services of a social order 
that they thus render. 

Nevertheless, there naturally remain many men 
possessors of not even a small strip of land who 
have to live by the labour of their hands. The pro- 
fessional association creates ties between them and 
the owners of the soil. We have already seen how 
the societies can help in finding employment, in 
questions of pensions or insurance against accident. 
During the last few years questions concerning the 
welfare of the land labourers have occupied an ever 
increasing place in their deliberations. We shall 
soon find the proof of this when studying their role 
in the preparation and application of our law of 
April 5th, 1910, concerning old age pensions for 
labourers on the land and workers in the towns. 
Beyond this, the last agricultural society congress- 
es show how much the leaders of the movement 
identify themselves more and more each year with 
the problem of the mixed society. Here it is as well 
that we should pause a while to make a few dis- 
tinctions and definitions. All agricultural societies 
are mixed in the sense that all, or nearly all, are 
ready to open their ranks to the hired labourer as 
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well as to landlords and farmers ; but, as a matter 
of fact, in the professional agricultural societies in 
France there are scarcely other than masters. 
Without doubt among these exploiters of the land, 
landlords, farmers or those who hold their land on 
a scheme of sharing with their landlords, there are 
a number of Agriculturists who cannot live solely 
on the produce of their cultivation and who are 
obliged to look to wages earned in another direc- 
tion to supplement their ressources. Further, we 
are forced to see that the landlords of quite small 
plots in most cases find no inducement to become 
members of the societies. Very often, in fact, these 
small landlords, living by some village trade, let 
their plots. When they undertake their cultivation 
themselves they generally do so in such a mean, 
small way that the material services of the societies 
of which we have spoken offer no great interest 
for them. For the hired labourers who have onlv 
their strong arms te count upon, it is still more 
evident that questions of collective purchase or 
sale and hire of agricultural instruments have no 
direct interest whatever. It must indeed appear to 
them that they would be dupes if they subscribed 
to funds to aid such operations, So that whilst in 
theory mixed, in practice the societies are nearly 
always formed of employers, with this distinction, 
however, that there are in their ranks a considerable 
number of small exploiters. But one may conceive 
of really mixed professional associations, in this 
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sense that they would be in a position to attract the 
employed side by side with the employers. This 
can only be possible by having recourse again to 
the method of agricultural societies which we have 
already seen give such good results, that is to say, 
by making an effort to bring the individual labourer 
to the association by showing him that it is entire- 
ly in his own interests to become a member. 
Now, is it verv difficult for the societies to set forth 
upon ways where they would find numbers of work- 
ers disposed to follow ? Not at all 1 It would suf- 
fice for the associated employers to accord real 
advantages to the employed. The first of these ad- 
vantages could be to give the preference to those 
workers belonging ta the society seeking employ- 
ment. It is true that our country-side is so depopu- 
lated that the worker easilv finds work, at least 
during the summer season, so that such a prefer- 
ence might at first sight appear not to be of much 
importance. This would certainly be the case if the 
worker had only the summer to think of; but there 
remain the lean, workless months of winter, which, 
although growing less, are one of the crosses our 
agricultural labourers have to bear. They would 
therefore normally be tempted to enter societies 
where the cultivators would reserve to them, in 
their quality of members, work to do during the bad 
season, or would even make an effort to multiply 
opportunities for work in order to diminish the ills 
of forced idleness. 
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Up to the present, societies which are really 
mixed are few in number. Hardly any attempt has 
been made to create them in regions where agri- 
cultural strikes have taken place, because in them 
was seen a means of preventing these strikes.. But 
the leaders of our society movement understand 
better and better every day that there is more to be 
done and more to create, and that it is bad to have 
to cure an ill because no one knew how to prevent 
it. Where there are already elements of misunder- 
standing and disagreement between the cultivator 
and his employees the formation of a mixed society 
presents much greater difficulty. It requires that 
all difficulties which are too great to get over other- 
wise should be forgotten. Then again, labourers 
already enrolled in some Socialist Society do not 
dare, or do not wish, to leave it, through fear of 
reprisals from their comrades or as a point of 
honor. Further, we must be careful to be quite 
clear as to the extent of the action of mixed societies. 
In order to make a success of them excesses of 
regulations or authority must be guarded against. 
In many districts, for example in our wine-produ- 
cing districts of the South, there have been some 
failures in the last few years because promoters 
tried to go too quickly and too far. Was this not 
the case when it seemed that it was desired to make 
of these mixed societies veritable courts of arbitra- 
tion, with powers to settle differences in the agricul- 
tural labour world and even to fix scales of wages? 
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As if for the free debate between employer and em- 
ployee for fixing the price of work, as the price of 
other things is fixed, one could ever substitute such 
arbitrary decisions from wherever they might 
come, be it from the State or from an institution ! 



THE POLITICAL PART 

We have learned that professional politics is 
also on the programme of the agricultural societies. 
In what measure have they so far realized this ? 

In order to reply it must be remarked that we 
have no agricultural party comparable to that of 
other countries, notably of Germany. In our poli- 
tical life, questions of an economic order, perhaps 
owing to our Latin idealism, remain the more 
often in the background. In our midst men could 
not be found capable of forgetting their other differ- 
ences of opinion to remember only that they are 
agriculturists and that in this capacity they have 
common interests to defend. But if it is true that 
we have no agricultural party, there are none the 
less considerable agricultural forces in our land. 
The statistics of the distribution of our race show 
that in spite of rural depopulation almost half the 
inhabitants still live on the land. Again, the elec- 
toral geography of France comprises elements of 
inequality. In our system of parliamentary repre- 
sentation the dwellers on the land are relatively 
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favoured. Our country constituencies are much 
less densely peopled than those of the towns, and 
it follows that, population for population, the vil- 
lages and smaller country towns and districts have 
a larger number of representatives in parliament 
than the great cities. Hence the majority in our 
political assemblies belongs to men who have a 
great number of agriculturists among their electors. 
Now, in the absence of any organized agricultural 
party, these agriculturists are grouped together 
only in the societies. Consequently it belongs to 
these societies to be the listened-to interpreters be- 
tween the country electors and those members of par- 
liament elected by their choice, in all questions of 
a professional order. Thus it is not surprising to 
see that the role of our professional agricultural 
groups has quickly become considerable in the pre- 
paration of laws interesting agriculture. This could 
be illustrated by a multitude of examples. We will 
only draw attention to two points. It is known how 
up till 1880 we remained faithful to the policy of 
Free Trade, which had been that of our Second 
Empire. Since then we have become energetic Pro- 
tectionists. Why ? It is for reasons profoundly dif- 
ferent from those which have ruled the policy of 
international commerce in the United States. These 
reasons are especially of an agricultural order. We 
wished to defend our markets against competition 
which seemed to threaten to become disastrous to 
our country producers. When our economic policy 
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was thus transformed it was in the face of a doctrine 
almost unchallenged in our country and against 
Free Trade forces which had remained very consid- 
erable, The success of Protection was possible 
thanks only to the weight of the opinion of our 
agricultural masses. But they lacked interpreters. 
To fill this role they found powerful societies like 
that of the Societe des Agriculteurs de France, and 
behind and with them the already innumerable 

« 

cohorts of our societies. And today do not these 
societies watch over our regime of agricultural 
Protection with a jealous care ? 

Nevertheless, in these question of Tariffs our 
agricultural professional associations for the most 
part are not officially consulted. It has not been the 
same in other cases, Notably at the time when a 
law concerning old age pensions for workers in 
town and country was in preparation, when the 
Chambers twice suspended their deliberations to 
hold enquiries among professional groups of socie- 
ties. The history of our legislation in regard to 
these old age pensions does not show proof of a 
very decisive influence on the part of the societies. 
The agricultural societies had pronounced almost 
unanimously against the principle of compulsion 
in the payment of contributions to the pensions. 
This principle was nevertheless consecrated by act 
of parliament. But, taking all in all, the autority 
of the societies came through the whole ordeal sin- 
gularly enhanced* As a matter of fact, all they 
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foresaw has been confirmed by experience ; when 
in spite of their objections the old age pensions law 
had been voted, the French peasantry gave it a 
very bad reception. Numbers of them, notwithstand- 
ing imperative regulations, refused to pay their 
contributions. The leaders of our societies then 
took up an attitude which did them the greatest 
honour : far from taking a head-strong, unproduc- 
tive sulking stand, they did their best to reconcile 
the rural world to a legislation whose faults they 
had previously denounced but of which they inten- 
ded to make the best possible. If today the law con- 
cerning old age pensions is less unpopular among 
the country population in France it is in great 
measure thanks to the societies. They would have 
wished to do still more and themselves take charge 
of the organization of the pensions by creating and 
multiplying already existing autonomous funds. 
The role of the professionnal agricultural socie- 
ties is equally considerable in the struggle against 
fraud. It is well known how our agriculturists have 
this struggle at heart, and particularly our wine- 
producers, anxious not to see the markets for their 
goods spoiled by the sale of adulterated produce. 
Now, the societies have not only been active agents 
in the propaganda against fraud, incessantly demand- 
ing energetic preventive legislation, thus prepar- 
ing public opinion in favor of our law of 1905 — 
one of the most comprehensive and most severe 
ever voted against perpetrators of fraud — but they 
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have further succeeded in becoming the permanent 
auxiliary forces of the judicial authorities in the 
execution of this law. Although contrary to the 
rules of our common law, which does not admit of 
such auxiliary representatives, the agricultural 
societies are henceforth permitted to invoke the 
interests of their members in order to be allowed to 
take direct action against perpetrators of fraud. 
When the difficulties besetting an agriculturist 
who wishes to take direct action against even the 
most palpably guilty parties are taken into consi- 
deration, when it is remembered how often is the 
attitude of the courts indifferent to questions of 
adulteration of produce, it brings out the fact that 
such a rule gives to the society a mission of the 
highest importance. After such examples it is not 
surprising to see our professional societies obtain- 
ing more and more authority when called upon 
to act as counsellors to the legislature in matters 
agricultural. In their annual congresses all problems 
touching the cultivation of the soil and the sale of 
its produce are successively examined. One year, 
the question of accidents is discussed, another, 
that of credit, a third, that of insurance and reinsu- 
rance, and the solutions arrived at are dominated 
by the same spirit. The greatest care is taken of 
the interests of the rural democracy combined with 
the sincerest respect for the forces of free initiative, 
and with the greatest distrust of anything resemb- 
ling attempts at State intervention. No doubt our 

iv. 4 
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societies are perhaps still far from being the organ- 
izing, building-up cells of the agriculture struc- 
ture, or from that professional representation ot 
which we have spoken above. But is it exaggera- 
tion if we think we see them on the road which 
leads to such a goal ? 

THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETIES. 

We now know what the agricultural societies in 
France are. We know r their ambitions. We have 
essayed to define in what measure they have 
already realized them. It remains to ask what is 
their future. It is always bold to prophesy. And this 
boldness would be particularly great in our country 
at the present hour, when so many institutions and 
so many doctrines are about to be submitted to 
revision in the grand renovation necessarily con- 
secutive to the war of 1914. But it is not excessive 
to believe that from this upheaval in France will 
arise a great gain of success for those forms which 
are in our country the most national. Agricultural 
societies are particularly our own, and it is not 
merely because, as a matter of fact, similar types 
are found nowhere else, but because these societies, 
with their determined will at the same time of idea- 
lism and realism, correspond exactly to the genius 
of our race. 



APPENDIX 

STATUTES ADOPTED BY THE SOCIETE 
DES AGRICULTEURS DE FRANCE 



I 
Constitution of the Society. 

Art. 1. — A Society has been formed between the 
undersigned and those adhering to the present statutes 
which shall be governed by the law of March 21st, 1884, 
and by the dispositions herinafter set forth. 

Art. 2. — The Association takes as title : Syndicat 
Agricole of the County of (district of ). 

Its headquarters are established at . Its dura- 

tion will be (or will be unlimited). 

It will commence from the date that its statutes are 
legally filed. 

II 
Composition of the Society. 

Art. 3. — Can form part of the Society : 

(1) Those persons domiciled L or having the quality 

1. The Societies may recruit their members in all parts of 
France, without stipulation of domicile. (Ministerial circular of 
August 25 th 1884). 
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of proprietors within the county of (district of 

) and carrying on themselves or by their ser- 
vants, « metayers », farmers, a rural enterprise situated 
within the same bounds ; 

(2) The farmers, metayers, and those engaged in the 
exploitation of these same rural enterprises ; 

(3) The servants and workmen employed in cultiva- 
tion in these same enterprises ; 

(4) And generally those persons domiciled within 
the bounds of the county of (district of ) 
exercising a profession connected with that of agricul- 
turist or rural proprietor, and contributing to the fur- 
nishing of. the same products. 

Art. 4. — To be admitted to membership of the 
Society, candidates should be introduced by two of its 
members ; their request for admission will be submitted 
to the Society Council which will decide upon their 
admission by majority (simple majority, two thirds or 
three quarters) of the members present. 

Art. o. — Any member may withdraw from the 
Society at any time. 

To do so, be will send in his resignation, by registe- 
red letter adressed to the President, who acknowledges 
receipt of same purely and simply. 

Every resigning member owes the full amount of 
his subscription for the current year ; he loses all his 
patrimonial rights in the Society and only keeps his 
rights to the benefits set forth in paragraph two of 
Article 7 of the law of March 21st, 1884. 

Art. ti. — Bankruptcy, notorious insolvability, a con- 
demnation of a dishonorable nature, failure to pay 
subscriptions due to the Society after three letters of 
request so to do, are motives for exclusion, which 
exclusion is announced by the Chamber of the So- 
ciety. 
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III 
Objects of the Society. 

Art. 7. — The Society has for general object the study 
and defence of economic and agricultural interests. 
Art. 8. — Its special task is : 

(1) To examine all economic measures and legislative 
reforms interesting agriculture, to claim their realiza- 
tion of the authorities and public powers that be and 
notably to agitate for the lightening of all charges bear- 
ing on rural property : 

(2) To propagate agricultural instruction and pro- 
fessional knowledge as much by courses, lectures, dis- 
tributions of pamphlets, and founding of libraries, as 
by other means. 

(3) To provoke and favor experiments in cultiva- 
tion, fertilizers, machinery and perfected instruments 
and in all ways of facilitating labour, reducing cost 
prices and increasing production ; 

(4) To prepare, encourage, and support the creation 
of economic institutions, such as societies of agricul- 
tural credit, societies of production, funds for mutual 
assistance against sickness, mortality of cattle, hail, 
old age pension funds, insurance against accident ; 

(5) To accord aid, as their resources will permit, to 
those of their members who might suffer loss in their 
agricultural interests or serious accidents. 

(6) To create information offices and intermediary 
offices for the sale of their produce and surveillance of 
deliveries, for the acquisition of seeds, fertilizers, ma- 
chinery, cattle, and all things useful to agriculture, in 
such ways as to cause members of the Society to profit by 
discounts obtained from merchants and manufacturers, 

(7) To keep record of usages and customs of localities 
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and to supply arbitrators and experts for the solution 
of litigous rural questions. 



IV 
Administration of the Society. 

Art. 9. — The Society is administered and directed 
by a Board, which is assisted, under a purely consulta- 
tive head, by a Council known as the Society Council 1 . 

Par. I. — Board 

Art. 10 — The Board is composed of seven members, 
viz : 

A President ; 

Two Vice-Presidents ; 

A General Secretary ; 

Two Secretaries ; 

A Treasurer. 

They are nominated by the Society Council and are 
taken from among its own members for a period of 
three years. They may be re-elected. 

None can become a member of the Board if he is not 
French and possessing full civil rights. 

Art. 11. — The Board meets by convocation of the 
President or of the member replacing him ; all mem- 
bers being convoked, its deliberations are valid if four 
be present. 

Art. 12. — The Board takes all decisions and insti- 

1. The Society Council can assist the Board not only in a con- 
sultative capacity, but participate in the administration and 
direction. In this case it is necessary, in order to conform to 
Art. 4. of the law of March 21st, 1S81, that the names of all 
members of the Society Council be filed, and that this operation 
be renewed at every change made. 



tutes measures on all matters connected with the objects 
of the Association and its general and particular inter- 
ests. It prepares the work, proposals and orders of the 
day to be submitted to the Council of the Society and to 
the General Meetings. Each year it presents to the Ge- 
neral Meeting a report on the operations of the Society 
as a whole and on the financial position of its funds. 

Art. 13. — The President directs the work of the 
Association, convokes meetings and presides over them, 
and has a casting vote in the case of a tie. He signs, 
conjointly with the Secretary, the minutes of the meet- 
ings and the letters of admission. 

He conciliates, if that can be done, members of the 
Society in regard to any dispute which they may submit 
to him, or sends them before the Council of the Society 
to this end. Incase of absence, he is replaced by one of 
the Vice-Presidents. 

Art. 14. — The General Secretary takes charge of the 
correspondence and can sign by procuration for the 
President ; he draws up the reports of the meetings. 
If needs be, he can be replaced by one of the ordinary 
secretaries. Office expenses may be allowed him. 

Art. 15. — The Treasurer holds the funds of the 
Society. He collects the subscriptions and all sums due 
to or acquired by the Society ; he pays the expenses, 
on the visa of the President; he submits these accounts 
to the Board for verification ; at the end of each year 
he prepares a balance sheet for the financial year and 
exposes the financial situation to date. 

Par. 2. — The Society Council 

Art. 16. — The Council of the Society is composed 1 

i. It is here question of a Society of a county division of 
twelve or iifteen members chosen as far as possible in each can- 
tonal division. 
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of eighteen members chosen as far as possible in each 
district. They are nominated at the General Meeting, 
by a majority of votes, for nine years ; they are replac- 
ed by thirds and are always re-eligible. 

The Council of the Society meets, convened by the 
President, at least once every three months, and its 
resolutions are valid irrespective of the numbers pres- 
ent at such meetings. 

Art. 17. — It is divided into three sections of six 
members each, between whom are divided, for their 
study and examination, the different questions with 
which the Society occupies itself. 

Art. 18. — It gives its opinions on all matters sub- 
mitted to it by the Board and concerned with the aims 
of the Society, and supplies the information or docu- 
ments which may throw light on its deliberations. It 
gives to the Board the instructions and advice which 
will be mentioned in Art. 24 '. 

It examines matters of a legal nature submitted to it 
by the President or which are submitted directly to it 
by the members of the Society ; it conciliates them, if 
that be possible, or gives its judgment on whatever 
concerns them. This judgment is without appeal and is 
not submitted to the exequatur of the courts ; in the 
case of one party refusing to abide by the judgment 
he shall be excluded from the Society. 

It examines the questions which are submitted for 
its appreciation by the courts and draws up its report 
on them. 

This report is held at the disposal of the parties, 
who may see same or take copies of it. It designates 
those of its members who may be presented as experts 
to the courts. 



1. If the Society Council lakes part in the administration,, it 
gives, not instructions, hut authorizations. 
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Par. 3. — General Meeting 

Art. 49. — The General Meeting, composed of the 
greater part of the members of the Society, takes place 
at least once a year, at the times it shall have fixed ; 
it may, further, be convened as an Extraordinary 
General Meeting every time that the Board may deem 
necessary It is presided over by the President of the 
Board. 

Its decisions are arrived at by majority, whatever 
may be the number of members present. On a third 
vote being taken, the relative majority suffices. 

Are admitted to vote only those members who have 
paid their subscriptions. 

It hears the report of the Board and that of the 
Treasurer ; it proceeds, when necessary, to elections 
for the renewal of the Society Council. 

Art. 20. — The General Meeting deliberates on all 
propositions submitted to it ; however, propositions 
emanating from individual initiative should be pre- 
viously submitted to the Council of the Society which 
will, if it be necessary so to do, submit themto the General 
Meeting. 

Art. 21. — All discussions, political, religious or 
foreign to the aims of the Society are strictly forbidden. 



Y 
Patrimony and Personality of the Society. 

Art. 22. — The patrimony of the Society is formed : 
of regular subscriptions of its members ; of gifts or 
acts of generosity made to it ; of subventions which 
mav be accorded to it. 
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It is administered by the Board, who may chose a 
salaried accountant agent. 

Art. 23. — Each member) several sorts of members 
may be distinguished) is called upon to pay an annual 
subscription fixed at. 

Art. 24. — The President of the Board acts in the 
name of the Society and represents it in all acts of its 
civil life. 

He undertakes all judiciary actions, as plaintif or 
as defendent, and exercises all rights over its property, 
actively as well as passively, by virtue of a decision of 
the Board and after consultative advice from the Council 
of the Society. In case of urgency, the authority of the 
Board is sufficient, quit for the President to make a 
report at the next meeting of the Council of the Society. 
He regulates freely all current expenses. 



VI 
Dissolution of the Society. 

Art. 25. — In the event of dissolution for whatsoever 
cause it may be, it is expressly understood that the 
funds of the Society shall be liquidated and shared 
among the members of the Society, unless the General 
Meeting decides that the amount of the funds shall be 
handed over to one or several agricultural institutions 
that it shall designate. 

4. Foundation members subscribing a sum of in one 

payment. 

2. Donation members paying a subscription of moro 
than the ordinary subscription. 

3. Ordinary members paving an ordinary subscription 
of 
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VII 
General Dispositions. 

Am. 26. — The present statutes shall be subject to 
revisions and modifications. 

These revisions and modifications may be made by 
the Society Council composed as stated in Art. 16 and 
on which all powers in this respect are conferred. 

They will be submitted to the ratification of the 
General Meeting at its next sitting. 

Art. 27. — The present statutes shall be printed. A 
copy will be handed to each member and will bear 
indication of his name and date of his admission. 

Art. 28. — The members of the Board are charged 
with the filing of the statutes and of the names of 
members of said Board, in conformity with the law of 
March 21st, 1884. This filing shall be renewed at every 
change in the administration or in the statutes. 



STATUTES RECOMMENDED BY THE UNION 

DU SUD-EST ' 



I 
Constitution of the Society. 

Art. 1. — Between the undersigned and those adher- 
ing to the present statutes has been formed a Society 

1. The Union du Sud-Est supplies these statutes bound in 
paper covers, with the headings (corrections have to be paid for 
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or professional Association which shall be governed 
by the conditions hereinafter set forth, in conformity 
with the law of March 21st, 1884. 

Art. 2. — The Association takes the name of 
Its headquarters are situated at . These head- 

quarters may be transferred elsewhere by simple decis- 
ion of the Society Council. 

Its duration is unlimited as is the number of its 
members. It will commence to exist from the day the 
statutes are legally filed. 



II 
Composition of the Society. 

Art. 3. — May become members of the Society : (l) 
Landlords, tenants, occupiers of land or those living 
by rural enterprises exploiting same themselves or 
through others ; (2) Managers, farmers, metayers, vine- 
owners, market gardeners nursery-men, horticulturists, 
agricultural labourers, makers and sellers of agricul- 
tural machinery, fertilizers, or of agricultural pro- 
ducts ; (3) and in general all persons exercising a profes- 
sion appertaining to agriculture, in conformity with 
the law of 1884. Women having legal power to under- 
take business transactions and fulfilling any of the 
professional conditions indicated above may become 
members of the Society and enjoy its advantages. 

Art. 4. — To become members of the Society candi- 
dates must be introduced by two members and admit- 
ted by the Council of the Society by the vote of the 
majority of the members present. 

extra) at the rate of lour francs per hundred copies, plus postage 
(60 centimes par packet of three kilos by parcel post). The price 
for Societies not in the same district is five francs. 
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The Society Council, if it so decides, can also enroll 
honorary member*. 

Art. 5. — Everyone taking part remains a member 
of the Society so long as he shall not hare sent in his 
resignation, by registered post, to the President, or 
signed the special register kept at headquarters. 

The exclusion of a member may be decided upon by 
the Society Council without its being called upon to 
make known the motives for so doing. 

Bankruptcy, notorious insolvability, a condemna- 
tion of a dishonorable character, the refusal to pay his 
subscription after a letter calling upon the member so 
to do, necessarily entail exclusion. 

Exclusion may be pronounced against any member 
who may have caused a third party not a member to 
benefit by the advantages of the Society. 

Every resigning or expelled member owes the 
amount of his subscription for the current year ; he 
loses all patrimonial rights in the Society. 

Akt. 6. — The annual subscription, payable to the 
Treasurer, is francs for ordinary members 

and francs for honorary members, if any. 



Ill 
Objects of the Society. 

Aut. 7. — The Society has for general object the 
study and defence of agricultural interests. 

And for special object : 

1° To provoke and favor experiments in methods 
of cultivation, fertilzers, seeds, perfected instruments 
and all other means of facilitating labour, increasing 
production, diminishing cost prices and reducing as 
much as possible cost of living in the country. 
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2° To provoke agricultural instruction and vulgar- 
ize it by lectures and all other means which shall be 
recognized useful ; 

3° To facilitate the acquisition of fertilizers, instru- 
ments, cattle, seeds and of all raw materials or manu- 
factured articles useful to agriculture ; 

4° To procure agricultural machinery destined to be 
loaned to its members for their exclusive use ; 

5° To help the sale of agricultural produce ; 

6° To give advice and consultation on all matters 
concerning the agricultural profession, to find arbi- 
trators and experts for the solution of questions of liti- 
gation. 

7° To constitute among its members, in conformity 
with the law and with a view to affording assistance, 
special funds for mutual aid or pensions ; 

8° At the proper moment to encourage agricultural 
works by the organization of competitions, creation of 
information offices for offers and requests for employ- 
ment, and generally to occupy itself with all that can 
be useful to agricultural interest, notably by encourag- 
ing the creation, beside the society, of distinct socie- 
ties of credit, co-operation, insurance, etc. 



IV 
Administration . 

Par. 4. — The Board. 

Art. 8. — The Society is administered by a society 
Council whose services are free. 

This Council consists of: 

1 A Board composed of a President, two Vice-Pre- 
sidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer; 
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2 Three to nine members. 

The members of the Society Council are elected by 
term of three years at the General Meeting by an abso- 
lute majority of votes recorded. All are eligible for re- 
election. 

Art. 9. — The President presides over its meetings, 
directs the debates and the work of the Society, repre- 
senting it before the law and in all acts of civil life, 
and controls the expenses. He has the casting vote in 
cases of equal division. 

The Vice-Presidents replace the President when he 
is prevented from being present. 

The Secretary draws up the reports, takes charge of 
the correspondence and prepares the convocations by 
order of the President. 

The Treasurer receives the subscriptions and sums 
due to the Society under whatever heading, pays the 
expense accounts on the visa of the President, and each 
year exposes the financial situation. 

Art. 10. — In case of resignation or decease of a 
member of the Society Council, the Council will under- 
take his temporary replacement until the next General 
Meeting, which will definitely nominate an active 
member for the vacant place, as set out above. 

Art. 11. — The Society Council can nominate mem- 
bers to represent it in each « commune » or hamlet; 
it can authorise the constitution of sections. 

Art. 12. — The Society Council meets every time 
that the President deems it necessary. 

The Society gives to its Council the fullest powers for 
carrying on the affairs of the Society. 

The members of the Society contract, on account of 
thus carrying on the affairs of the Society, no personal 
or collective obligations relative to the engagements 
and operations of the Society ; they have only to answer 
for their mandate. 
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Par. 2. — Gbnebal Meeting 

Art. 13. — The Society will hold at least one General 
Meeting a year. The active members only to the exclu- 
sion of the honorary members, if any exist, have the 
right to take part. 

It is at the Meeting that the financial accounts will 
be approved, the budget voted and elections carried 
out ; the approval of accounts serves as acknowledg- 
ment of their correctness to the Treasurer. 

A General Meeting can be convened extraordinarily 
every time that the Society Council judges it necessary. 

For all General Meetings the convocations should 
indicate the questions to be submitted. Every question 
put must be formulated in writing and handed to the 
President. The President can refuse to put down for 
deliberation any question which is not down already on 
the programme for discussion. 



Patrimony of the Society. 

Am. 14. — The Patrimony of the Society is for- 
med : 

(1) of the subscriptions of its members ; 

(2) of the possible surplus of sums destined to cover 
the general expenses. 

(3) of gifts and legacies which maybe made to it. 
However, the Society can not acquire, by purchase or 
gratuitously, other property than premises necessary 
for its meetings, its libraries and its courses of profes- 
sional instruction. 
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VI 
Modifications in the statutes. Adhesions. Dissolution. 

Art. 15. - 1 - The present statutes may be revised, 
modified or completed by the General Meeting. 

To be valid, every modification must be approved by 
two thirds of the members present and can not be 
brought forward for discussion at the General Meeting 
until after discussion and examination by the Society 
Council. 

Art. 16. — The Society may be united, by simple 
decision of the Society Council, to one or several Socie- 
ties to form a union, as well as to one or several unions 
of societies. It accords, by the present statutes, full 
power to its Council to carry out all necessary negotia- 
tions to this end. 

Art. 17. — In case of dissolution of the Association 
asked for or caused by the Board, the General Meeting, 
united for this question, will decide by a majority of 
two thirds of members present how the funds remaining 
shall be utilized in favor of a charity or institution 
of agricultural interest without it ever being possible 
to distribute the funds among the members. 

Art. 18. — The present statutes will be printed ; one 
copy will be deposited at the Town Hall of the locality 
in which the head-quarters are situated, and a copy 
will be handed to each member with the indication of 
his name, his entrance number, the date of his admis- 
sion, and will bear the signature of the President, 
which, on all necessary occasions, will serve the hol- 
der as a means of establishing his identity as a member 
of the Society. 



n. »> 



APPENDIX 

SOCIETY FOR MUTUAL AID INSURANCE 
AGAINST CATTLE MORTALITY 



STATUTES 
I 

Formation and Object of the Society. 

Art. 1. — Under the auspices of the Agricultural 
Society of and conformably with the law of 
July 4th, 1900, has been formed among the agricultu- 
rists of the commune of county of who 
adhere to the present statutes, a society of mutual aid 
insurance under the title, Fund for Mutual Aid Insu- 
rance against Cattle Mortality of 

Its headquarters are situated at 

It duration is unlimited. 

Art. 2. — The Society has for object to procure an 
indemnity for its members in case of loss of cattle of the 
bovine and equine species, asses and mules Exclusively 
employed for purposes of agriculture or breeding, when 
such losses shall result from illness, accident or com- 
pulsory slaughter, that is to say, ordered by the author- 

1. These two last leims may be deleted if the Society does 
not insure asses and mules. 
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ities or undertaken on the advice of a veterinary sur- 
geon. 

The guarantee of the Fund extends equally to cases 
of the seizure of an animal at the slaughter house 
because of tuberculosis, even without previous declar- 
ation, but under the condition that all the formalities 
shall have been carried out to obtain indemnity from 
the State. 

Art. 3. — 1. Losses resulting from the following 
causes: war, riot, fire, lightning striking the stables, 
flood, collapse of buildings, theft, transport by railway, 
accidents caused by responsible third parties, or arising 
from bad treatment or lack of care ; 

2. Fatalities happening to animals acknowledged ill 
at the moment of their inscription ; 

3. Losses arising from one of the contagious diseases 
specified by the law of July 26th, 1881, if the owner 
affected has not taken the precautions prescribed by 
the sanitary policy regulations, and if he has not noti- 
fied the Board of the Society immediately on the appear- 
ance of the disease. 

Art. 4. — Are excluded from insurance : 

1. All animals less than six months old and those of 
more than 12 years old among oxen and 20 years old 
among horses. 

Nevertheless i the Fund can insure, by special decis- 
ion of the General Meeting \ calves from three months ; 
it can even insure them before this age, and from the 
day of their birth, if they are born at term and likely 
to live, for a fixed price of 30 francs and by means 
of payment of a premium of 50 centimes (10 cents). 

2. Animals belonging to cattle merchants or to 

1. This paragraph may be deleted by Funds which should not 
wish to undertake insuranc of young calves, which are in no 
case accepted lor reinsurance, by the. Central Fund. 
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cultivators who should to the knowledge of all make 
cattle dealing a constant object of their business, or 
those utilized, even temporarily, for industrial or com- 
mercial enterprises. 

Abt. 5. — The Fund will always be able, by a simple 
decision of the Board, to reinsure a part of its risks, 
either with a reinsurance fund of the district, or with 
the Caisse Gentrale (Central Fund) d' Assurances Mu- 
tueiles Agricoles, Risque Mortalite-B£tail, of 3, rue 
d'Ath&nes, Paris. 

II 
Admission. Exclusion. 

Abt. 6. — The Society is composed of active members 
and honorary members : the latter pay a minimum 
subscription of francs per annum, and can make 

one lump subscription for life of francs. 

To be admitted as an active member every candidate 
should be presented by two members of the Society 
also belonging to the Agricultural Society of 

Membership is constituted by signing the register of 
the Society. If the candidate does not know how to or 
cannot sign his name, mention of this fact shall be 
made to two witnesses who will sign for him. 

Admission as member is announced by the Board, 
but should be ratified by the next General Meeting. 

Every member shall receive a book of the statutes on 
payment of 50 centimes (10 cents). 

Art. 7. — Membership is for at least one year. Those 
who shall have received an indemnity will become 
members for three years, except in case of leaving the 
commune, cessation of cultivation or decease. 

The undertaking entered into continues of itself so 
long as there has not been regular resignation. 
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Art. 8. — Resignation is notified by registeed letter 
addressed to the President at least a month before the 
end of the time stipulated for insurance. 

The Board may pronounce the exclusion of a member 
owing to any grave fault, and notably owing to bad 
treatment, fraud, dissimulation, violation of the sta- 
tutes, refusal to carry out measures of hygiene pres- 
cribed by the Board etc. The Board is not obliged to give 
a motive for the refusal of admission of a candidate or 
the exclusion of a member. 

In case of resignation or exclusion the member loses 
all his rights in the Society, but is held liable for engage- 
ments contracted with it." 



HI 
Working of the Fund. Commissions of Experts . 

Art. 9. — Every member is obliged to declare all 
animals of the bovine and equine species, as well as 
asses and mules l belonging to him, giving their des- 
cription (as far as possible), their age and their value. 
These declarations are entered in a special register. 

Any dissimulation causes the insured to lose all rights 
to indemnity, without prejudice for the sanction stipu- 
lated in Art. 8. 

Art. 10. — A Commission of at least three experts, 
chosen by the General Meeting among the members of 
the Society, proceeds to a revision of the declarations 
supplied by the insured and definitely fixes the value 
of the animals declared. 

The commission of experts can refuse animals which 
it considers in bad condition. 

1. These two terms should be deleted if the Society does not 
insure asses and mules. 
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Art. 11. — Animals newly bought should be declared 
within a delay of a fortnight ; they do not benefit by the 
guarantee of the Fund until fifteen days after this decla- 
ration, except in case of accident (fracture) when they 
benefit from the day of their declaration. They should 
in all cases be visited by the Commission of experts. 

Animals bought to replace animals sold can take the 
place of the latter from the point of view of insurance 
if their value is about the same. 

In case of sale, a subscription paid can never be 
refunded. 

Art. 12. — As soon as an animal is ill the insured 
member is obliged to advise the Board and the Com- 
mission of experts as soon as possible, and to take, 
with this Commission, all necessary precautions to 
avoid a fatality. 

An animal whose illness has been acknowledged 
incurable by the Commission can be sold by the mem- 
ber : the Commission can demand that this shall be done. 

In this case the indemnity will be the same as in case 
of death, after deduction of the sale price obtained. 

Members of the Commission on whose premises a 
fatality should occur or who are near relations of a 
member, claiming indemnity shall be replaced momen- 
tarily by another member of the Society designated by 
the Board. 



IV 

Financial Organization. Subscriptions. 
Reserve Fund. 

Art. 13. — Each year every member will have to pay, 
in advance, a subscription equal to * % of the 

4 . The rate should never be inferior to 1 °/ for oxen and 2 % 
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value of each animal insured of the ox species, and 
°/o of that of each animal insured of the horse, 
ass or mule kind 1 . 

The subscription shall be payable in two parts, at 
the beginning of each half year at the moment of revi- 
sion of the declarations. 

The payment of the subscription is acknowledged by 
a receipt torn from a book of receipts. 

In case of non-payment, the member shall be consid- 
ered as not insured, without prejudice to the action 
the Society may take against him, conformably with 
Arts. 7 and 8. 

The General Meeting provided for by Art. 25 can 
increase the amount of the subscription if it is found 
insufficient. 

The General Meeting will have the power, from the 
second year of working, to fix an entranee fee for new 
members. 

Art. 13 a. — With horses, the insured value of what- 
ever animal it may be can never exceed 1 500 francs 
(300 dollars). 

The risks resulting from castration, provided that it 
be neither monorchide nor cryptorchide, are only 
insured on payment of a supplementary premium of 
1.20 °/o- These risks should form part of a special 
declaration to be made previous to the operation ; they 
may be refused by the Board if the animal to be oper- 
ated on is not in a desirable condition for the success 
of the operation. 

for horses, asses or mules. In cases of metayage (farming on 
halves) the landlord and the metayer tenant can insure their 
separate share in the value of the animal ; they receive in case of 
fatality a share of the indemnity allocated proportionately to 
their contributive share. 

1. Delete this part of the sentence if the Society does not 
insure asses and mules. 



1 
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The castration of horses already imperfectly operated 
on will not be insured by the Society. 

Will be considered as having died from the effects of 
castration those horses which shall die within twenty 
days after the operation. The member suffering loss 
will lose all right to indemnity if no anti-tetanic injec- 
tion before the operation, as well as during the first 
ten days following it, shall have been made. 

Art. 14. — Subscriptions paid for animals of diffe- 
rent kinds are put down to separate accounts. 

The same would apply, in case of reinsurance, to 
categories that the reinsurance society would not 
accept. 

The Society's financial year begins and ends *. 

Art. 15. — As a provision against years of calamity, 
a reserve fund shall be created alimented by : 

1. The subscriptions of honorary members ; 

2. The entrance fees ; 

3. Gifts and legacies which the society is authorized 
to receive, unless otherwise stipulated by the do- 
nors; 

4. The subventions of the State, of the county, of the 
commune and of agricultural societies ; 

5. Any surplus at the end of the financial year of 
subscriptions of active members over the expenses; 

6. Interest arising from funds from all these sources. 
Art. 16. — The reserve fund, as well as the funds 

from subscriptions of active members (except those 
necessary for running expenses) are lodged with the 
Mutual Agricultural Credit Fund of or with the 

savings bank of 
The Treasurer can witndraw all orpartof these funds 



1. The customs of the district should be followed. In default 
of definite customs, the financial year should start from 
January 1st. 
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according to the needs of the Society, on the signature 
of the President. 

Art. 17. — When the reserve fund shall have reached 
8 % of the insured capital, the General Meeting may 
decide that, on the surplus of the subscriptions at the 
end of the year, rebates shall be made to members pro- 
portionate to the amount of the subscriptions paid by 
them. 



Settlement of Claims. Payment of Indemnity. 

Art. 18. — If a loss of cattle should happen, the 
insured member will have such loss attested within 
twenty-four hours by a commisoner-expert, or, failing 
such person, by two members of the Society, who will 
advise the expert Commission. 

This Commission makes a report to the Board on the 
circumstances of the loss, and fixes with it the amount 
of the loss suffered, after having advised as to the best 
to be done with the animal's remains. 

In case ofloss imputable to a third party, the member 
is obliged to exercise his legal rights of recovery before 
receiving indemnity. 

Art. 19. — In order to make it to the interest of 
members of the insurance society to give all necessary 
care to their cattle, the Fund only pays to the insured 
J o/° of the loss suffered, that is to say, of the 
value of the animal lost, after deduction of the price of 
the meat or of the carcass and outside help or other 
indemnities that the owner may have received. 

For loss caused by diseases which give rise to indem- 

1. 75 % at the most. 
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nity from the State 4 , the Fund only proceeds to the 
settlement of the claim after payment of such indemnity 
and on production of documentary proof. 

The indemnity for cows or mares in cases where 
death is caused through delivery troubles shall be paid 
after deduction of the value of the calf or colt sur- 
viving. 

Art. 20. — The payment of indemnities takes place at 
the General Meeting held every six months, as set forth 
below. Nevertheless, the Board may decide, if the 
resources of the Fund permit, that a payment on 
account shall be made to the insured owner. If there is 
reinsurance, the share contributed by the reinsurance 
fund shall be paid to him immediately. 

If the resources from subscriptions are insufficient 
to pay all indemnities, the reserve fund shall be resort- 
ed to, without this latter being diminished by more 
than half. 

If in spite of this resort to the reserve fund the 
means of the Society are still insufficient, the indemni- 
ties shall be reduced proportionately among those 
entitled to them. 

Art. 21. — In case of epizootica or contagious disease 
notified by the authorities, the Board can suspend all 
payment of indemnity, under reserve of the decision of 
the General Meeting. 

Art. 22. — In cases where the intervention of a vete- 
rinary surgeon shall be judged necessary by the expert 
Commission or the Board, the expenses relating thereto 
shall be shared between the Fund and the insured, if 
the means of the Fund permit. 

\. Pest, contagious peripneumonia., tuberculosis, etc. 
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VI 
Administration. General Meeting. 

Abt. 23. — The Fund is administered bv a Board of 
5 to 9 members nominated for six years, renewable by 
thirds every two years and always eligible for re-elec- 
tion. The first two series to leave are chosen by lot. 
During the first five years members of the Board 
leaving are chosen by lot; they are always eligible for 
re-election. 

The President of the Agricultural Society of 
is by right member of the Board. 

The Board nominates among its members a President, 
a Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. 

All services are gratuitous. The members of the 
Board are responsible only for the execution of their 
mandate. 

The Board has the widest powers for the administra- 
tion of the Society ; it judges alone and by the absolute, 
majority of its members, the President having the cast- 
ing vote in case of a tie, in all cases foreseen by the 
present statutes. 

The Board watches over the work of the expert 
Commissions and assists them in their task ; it controls 
the state of health of the animals insured ; it can decide 
as to the hygienic measures to be observed by all mem- 
bers, under pain of the sanctions set forth in Art. 8. 

Art. 24. — At the beginning of each half year, on 
the convocation of the President, a General Meeting 
shall be held at which the declarations shall be revised, 
subscriptions paid, indemnities settled, and questions 
interesting the Society discussed. 

Presence at these Meetings is obligatory for all 
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active members, except in case of unavoidable absence 
when excuses have been approved by the Board, under 
pain of a fine of 

Every member has the right to one vote only and 
can not be represented by any other person. 

All political or religious discussion is forbidden. 

Art. 25. — Every year at the General Meeting of the 
first half year, the Board presents its accounts, and the 
situation of the Fund during the previous year is the 
subject of a report which is attached to the official report 
of the Meeting. This Meeting can, on the proposal of 
the Board, raise the rate of subscriptions and establish 
an entrance fee, in accordance with the prescriptions 
of Art. 13. 

The elections for the renewal of the Board take place 
at the General Meeting. 

Decisions are taken by majority of votes of the mem- 
bers present whatever may be their number. 

Art. 26. — Any difference between the Society and 
a member shall be settled by arbitration. Each party 
shall nominate an arbitrator expert; in case of dis- 
agreement these shall nominate a third expert who will 
decide as a last resort. The experts will be chosen 
among the members of the Fund. 



VII 
Modifications to the statutes. Dissolution. 

Art. 27. — The present statutes can only be modified 
on the proposal of the Board or of half the members 
and handed to the Board at least a fortnight before the 
General Meeting. 

No modification will be admitted if it does not meet 
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with the approval of two thirds of the members of the 
Society. 

Art. 28. — In case of dissolution, the funds in hand 
shall be handed over by the General Meeting to a work 
of agricultural social interest. 



APPENDIX 

STATUTES OF A LOCAL FUND FOR 
INSURANCE AGAINST FIRE < 



I 

Denomination, Headquarters, Circumscription 
Duration, Nature and Object of the Fund. 

Art. 1. — By virtue of the law of July 4th, 1900, 
and of Art. 4 of the law of March 21st, 1884, there has 
been formed among all those persons adhering, or who 
shall in the future adhere, to the present statutes, a 
Fund for Mutual Agricultural Insurance against Fire, 
under the denomination of : Fund for Mutual Agricul- 
tural Insurance against Fire of 



Art. 2. — Its headquarters are established at 
Canton of District of in the County of. 

Art. 3. — Its duration is fixed for 99 years. 

Art. 4. — The circumscription of the Fund com- 
prises the territory of the commune of but the 
Committee can extend this to the villages or communes 
adjoining. 

Art. 5. — The Fund has for object the insurance of 

1. Statutes in use in the circumscription, of the District Fund 
of the South-East Caisse Rtfgionalc du Sud-Est). 
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real and personal property, of damage caused to a 
landlord's property through fire on a tenant's premises, 
claims of neighbours suffering loss, claims of tenants 
against landlords, or landlords against tenants, result- 
ing from fire. 

The Fund is only responsible for material damage, 
and does not insure against the indirect consequences 
of fire, such as failure to let or occupy premises, can- 
cellation of lease, suspension of work, etc. 

Art. 6. — The Fund insures only agricultural risks. 

Art. 7. — The Fund does not insure gold and silver 
in the form of money or in lingots, notes and bonds of 
any description. It insures watches, jewellry, silver 
and objects of value only if specially stipulated in the 
policy. 

Art. 8. — No indemnity is to be paid for any fire 
caused by riot, invasion or armed force in war time, 
no more than by waterspout, hurricane, or rneterologic 
effect other than the fall of a thunderbolt; for small 
outbreaks which do not constitute a conflagration, nor 
for damage caused to any apparatus through overheat- 
ing, by direct action of flames, by discharge of a fire- 
arm, and lastly for any object stolen during or after a 
fire. 

Art. 9. — The following are not considered as fires 
and give rise to no payment of indemnity: the total or 
partial destruction of objects which may fall into, or be 
thrown into, the grate, even by accident ; damage to 
furniture or similar objects taken separately, although 
resulting from heat or fire which does not cause a 
general conflagration. However, objects of real or per- 
sonal property which may, during salvage, or to com- 
bat the fire, be damaged or destroyed are covered by 
the insurance. 

Art. 10. — The Fund renounces any right of action 
against farmers, metayers, wine-growers, users of the 
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premises insured, domestic or member of the family 
of the person insured, except in case they should be 
insured with another Company, or should have wilfully 
set fire to the premises. 



II 
Composition and Foundation of the Fund. 

Art. 11. — The Fund may be constituted as soon 
as there shall be seven members, insured or not. 

Art. 12. — The Fund may include, under the name 
of prospective members, members of the Fund who 
are still bound to other companies or societies for insur- 
ance. Their adhesion to the Fund is irrevocable, but 
will have no effect until the date of the expiration of 
their old contracts and signature of the new policy. 
Those who shall have taken part in the foundation of 
the Fund will have the right to vote and may be chosen 
as administrators. Those who join after the foundation 
will only have right to a consultative voice in the con- 
cern. 

Art. 13. — A copy of the statutes shall be handed to 
each member, and adhesions will be received on a copy 
of the statutes, or on a leaf at the end. 

Art. 14. — The Meeting called to found the Fund 
must unite at least a half of the members adhering, 
failing which a new Meeting will be convened, and its 
deliberations shall be valid if it unites at least a fifth of 
the members adhering. 

Art. 15. — The Meeting called to found the Fund 
nominates the directors chosen among the members 
and a Commission of control and surveillance which 
may be recruited from outside. 

The minutes of the foundation Meeting will expressly 
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mention the acceptance of Directors and Commissio- 
ners. 

Art. 16. — Acts relating to the foundation of the 
Fund shall be signed by the Board, which files at the 
local town hall a copy of the statutes with a list of the 
names of the Directors. 



Ill 
Tariffs. Reinsurance, Working. 

Art. 17. — The tariffs applied are the official tariffs 
of the Syndicate of the Companies reduced by 20 %• 

Modifications in the tariffs will be applicable only to 
new contracts, or to renewed contracts, but without 
prejudice to existing contracts. 

The Committee remains judge, in accord with the 
District Fund, of the application of the classification 
to all risks proposed for insurance, due note taken of 
the nature of such risks, their contiguous surroundings 
and situation. 

Art. 18. — The Fund will always bear a part of the 
risks insured, either a number of tenths of all the risks 
without choice or exception, or a maximum always 
reduced to tenths in order to facilitate calculation. 

The minimum shall be a tenth, on condition that the 
sum shall not exceed 3.000 francs per risk alone or 
shared. In case the total should exceed 3.000 francs, 
the calculation shall be by fractions of tenths. 

Art. 19. — The maximum figure of 3.000 francs may 
be increased in the proportion of 1.000 francs per risk 
per thousand francs extra carried to the reserve fund, 
or to a complementary sinking fund allowed for by 
Art. 48. 

Art. 20. — The Fund must always reinsure the sur- 

iv. 6 
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plUs with the District Fund Uf According td the 

indications supplied by the Union Gentrale of Agricul- 
tural Mutual Aid Societies (8, rue d'Athfcnes, Paris) to 
which it will ask to be affiliated. 



IV 

Nature and Duration of Contracts. 
Drawing up of Policies. Recovery of Premiums. 

Settlement tif Claims. 

Art. 21. — Policies dre drawtt up for the duration 
of the Fund, with faculty to cancel same every fivfe 
years by revoking the contract six months in advance 
by registered letter addressed to the President. 

The quinquennial period shall be increased by the 
months to run Until the first of January following, and 
the first subscription shall be proportionate to the 
number of days to run until the same date. 

Art. 22. — Policies are established according to the 
declarations of the member, which are submitted to 
the person empowered to act on behalf of the Board of 
Administration. The policies are signed by the Presi- 
dent or Vice-President. Failing them, the Secretary 
and the Treasurer sign conjointly. 

Art. 23. — If the member is ndt the owner of the 
objects insured, he must declare in what quality he 
acts. 

Art. 24. — If the member is not the owner of the 
ground ori which the building which he insures stands, 
he must make a declaration to this effect under pain of 
exclusion. 

Art. 25. — The insurance will have effect from the 
hour of midday of the date of the policy. 

Art* 26. — In case of decease of the member, the 



— 83 — 

insurance continues in effect with full rights to the 
profit of his heirs if the things insured remain under 
the same conditions, and his heirs are held liable toge- 
ther for the payment of the dues of the society. 

Art. 27. — In case of sale, exchange or gift of the 
objects insured, the insured member, seller or giver 
undertakes to compel the new owner to continue the 
insurance, or, if not, to pay to the Fund, besides the 
insurance premiums owed, an indemnity equal to a 
year's subscriptidiis. 

Art. 28. — In bases of the sale df moveable objects, 
sharing of such after decease and consequent dispersal, 
the insurance is cancelled by the declaration of the 
seller or donor or of the heirs of the deceased member, 
and the latter are not liable to any Other payment than 
the subscription for the current year at the moment of 
declaration. 

Art. 29. — Any circumstance whatever, either on 
the premises insured or on adjoining property, which 
during the period covered by the insurance is of A 
nature to modify, aggravate dr multiply the risks 
insured, must be notified to the Fund. The Fund will, 
if it deems necessary, proceed to verification, and has 
the right either to modify the insurance or cancel 
same. 

In case of fire before this declaration, unless the 
member shall prove that he was ignorant of the modi- 
fications or aggravations arising during the course of 
the time covered by the insurance, the indemnity to 
which he should be entitled is reduced by one fifth if 
the delay in declaration does not exceed one month ; 
it is reduced by half if the delay exceeds one month, 
without prejudice to the stipulation in Art. 42. 

If the changes constitute a non-agricultural risk, the 
insured, from the moment they have taken place, has 
no further right to anjr indemnity, and the insurance 
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is immediately cancelled, but all contributions paid up 
to the day of cancellation remain the property of the 
Society. 

Art. 30. — Before transferring the objects insured 
on a farm, or in buildings other than those designated 
in the policy, as also before transferring from one 
place to another the effect of the insurance regarding 
letting risks, neighours' risks, the member must make 
a declaration of his intention. In fault of such declara- 
tion, received and agreed by the Society before the fire, 
the member loses all rights to indemnity. 

Art. 31 . — If the member, before or after the signa- 
ture of the policy, shall have covered part or all of the 
objects insured by insurance with other insurers, for 
whatever cause and whatever sums it may be, he is 
obliged to make the declaration immediately, by means 
of a declaration of additional policy, under pain of 
exclusion. 

Art. 32. — If the member does not pay his subscrip- 
tion entirely within a delay of a fortnight after a regis- 
tered letter calling upon him so to do, the insurance 
is thereby suspended, and in case of fire no indemnity 
is due, even though payments on account should have 
been made. The insurance does not again come into 
effect until the morrow of the day of the entire pay- 
ment of subscriptions in arrears and the costs relating 
thereto. 

Art. 33. — Failing payment within the delay men- 
tioned above, the Board may, if it deems fit, cancel the 
insurance or maintain it and take any legal action to 
enforce it. 

If, the cancellation having been declared, the Fund 
consents to continue the insurance after the payment 
of the arrears and costs, the member must be advised 
of this decision by registered letter. 

Art. 34. — In case of non-payment of subscriptions, 
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insurance with another company, change in the pro- 
perty or the gravity of the risks insured, as well as 
after a fire, the Board has the right to cancel the insur- 
ance in whole or in part, by notification by registered 
letter. 

Art. 35. — In this case the subscription for the year, 
paid or due, remains the property of the Society. The 
same applies for members whose insurance may be 
cancelled following expropriation, suppression or mo- 
dification of risk before the term fixed by the sta- 
tutes. 

Art. 36. — It is the duty and in the interest of every 
member to avoid as much as possible all causes of fire, 
notably by the annual cleaning and sweeping of all 
chimneys. 

The member who should not observe this prescrip- 
tion would be responsible for all damage resulting 
from his negligence. 

Within forty-eight hours of the fire notification 
must be made to the President of the Fund, care being 
taken to indicate the precise moment of the fire, its 
causes, known or presumed, the circumstances accom- 
panying it, as well as the approximate value and 
nature of the damage done. The President will imme- 
diately notify the District Fund. 

Art. 38. — The declarations of the member suffering 
loss through fire will be inscribed by the Secretary in 
the register of reports, and a written statement that 
this has been done will be handed to the member. The 
member will then supply, within a week, a statement, 
certified bona fide by him, of the objects burned, 
damaged or saved, failing which, after this delay, he 
will have no right to indemnity. He must by all means 
in his power prove the value and existence of the 
objects burned. 

For property consisting of furniture, fodder, crops, 
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etc. a statement shall be drawn up to establish their 
existence at the moment of the fire. 

Art. 39. — Immediately after the declaration of the 
fire, the Fund causes an estimate to be made of the 
damage caused by the fire to the objects insured. The 
owner may provide, at his own expense, an expert to 
work with the expert or experts of the Fund. In case of 
difference, a third expert shall be nominated by the 
parties at their joint cost. The reinsurers can be repre- 
sented at the examination. Every cause for litigation, 
before being submitted to a Court, shall be submitted 
to arbitrators. 

Art. 40. — If at the time of the fire the quantity or 
the value of the objects insured exceeds the amount of 
the insurance the proportional rule is applied, and the 
insured bears his part of the loss at the rate of one 
centime per franc. 

Art. 41. — The insurance can never be a source of 
profit to the insured ; it only guarantees hiin the 
indemnity of real losses suffered, that is to say, their 
value at the time of the fire. 

Art. 42. — Any reticence, any false declaration, 
which should have had for result to diminish the opin- 
ion of the risk, or to phange its subject, cancels the 
insurance, even though the reticence or false declara- 
tion might have had no influence on the estimation of 
damage or loss of the object insured. Subscriptions 
due or paid remain the property of the Society. 

Art. 43. — One month at most after the definite 
drawing up of the experts' report, the sum at which 
the indemnity has been fixed shall be paid to the right- 
ful person. 

Art. 44. — Every payment is made subject to the 
replacing of the Fund by the insured in due propor- 
tion to his rights in actions arising from the fire 
against persons through whose fault the fire should 
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have occurred, or against those persons responsible 
for it. 



Funds of the Society. Sinking Fund. Supplementary 
Sinking Fund. Guarantee Funds. Reserve Funds. 

Art. 48. — The receipts of the Society consist in : 
entrance fees of prospective members, entrance fees of 
members who join late, subscriptions of members, 
gifts, legacies, subventions of private persons, of the 
commune, of the county or of the State, the interest on 
money invested and the rebates of the District Fund. 

TJiese sums are employed for the payment of ex- 
penses of administration, for reinsurances, for indem- 
nities to members and other expenses. 

Art. 46. — In order to constitute a fund against the 
eventuality of delay in the payment of indemnities 
and other expenses of the society, subscriptions shall 
be payable in advance on January 1st; prospective 
members will be obliged to pay, as entrance fee, a 
subscription equal to one quarter of the premiums they 
pay to their insurance companies, and this sum will 
be reimbursed to them at the moment of paying their 
first premium to the society. 

Art. 47. — Further, at the end of each financial year, 
the General Meeting can fix an entrance fee non-reim- 
bursable, which cap be raised proportionately to the 
reserve funds. 

Art. 48. — Arrangements of variable importance 
may be entered into by members or private persons, 
with promise to make advances without interest of 
sums of which the Fund might be in need in case of 
insufficient available cash. 
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Art. 49. — To provide against possible insufficiency 
of sinking fund and reserve fund for payment of indem- 
nities, a guarantee account is provided for as from 
now under the following conditions : 

The Board is authorized in case of need to procure 
the necessary resources either by calling for a double 
or triple premium, or by raising a loan, for which the 
members of the mutual aid society insured at the mo- 
ment it is raised are alone responsible. 

Ai^t. 50. — This loan will be repaid either out of the 
surplus of the annual subscriptions allowed for, or by 
appeals for this guarantee fund repayment, governed 
by the same maximum of three premiums per annum, 
until the debt is paid off, which appeal can only be 
made to the members insured at the moment the debt 
was contracted. 

Art. 51. — Members thus called upon for repayment 
of the loan, and who should wish to use their right of 
cancellation, would have to pay a part of the deficit 
proportionate to the amount of their insured capital. 
This share is calculated by multiplying the deficit by 
the amount of the insurance contracted, and dividing 
the total thus obtained by the total of the sums 
insured. 

Art. 52. — By means of the sums which the Board 
of Directors may take from the surplus of the funds, 
when such surplus appears to exceed what is necessary 
for the ordinary working of the Society, a reserve fund 
is formed with an aim to provide for eventual insuffi- 
ciency in the annual contributions or any extraordi- 
nary demand. The General Meeting fixes, at least every 
five years, the figure which this reserve fund shall 
attain . 

In no case, and under no pretext, can the reserve 
fund be the object of reclamations individual or collec- 
tive on the part of the members. 
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Art. 53. — The sums taken from the reserve fund 
can never exceed half of this fund during one financial 
year. 

Art. 54. — Available funds in hand shall be invested, 
within the month following their receipt, either in 
government stock, Treasury bonds, or other stocks 
created or guaranteed by the State, shares of the Bank 
of France, county bonds and commune bonds, the Cre- 
dit Foncier de France and the French railway compa- 
nies which have a minimum of dividend guaranteed 
by the State, in lots of a Fund of Agricultural Credit, 
or deposits in savings banks, or deposits in a Fund of 
Agricultural Credit. The shares or bonds shall be made 
out in the name of the Society. The investing, like the 
withdrawal, of these funds shall be made by the Treas- 
urer, on an order signed by the President and the 
Secretary, indicating the sum to be invested or with- 
drawn. The Fund should never keep more than 
100 francs (20 dollars) in cash in hand. 

Art. 55. — From the point of wiew of finances, the 
first working period commences from the day of the 
formation of the Society, to terminate on the following 
31st December. The other working periods commence 
with the civil year. 

As it is the date of the fire, and not the moment of 
settlement of indemnity, which marks the year in 
which it must be included, in case through contesta- 
tion, action between the insured member and the Local 
Fund, the settlement might not be possible within the 
usual delays, account shall be taken of this fact for 
the settlement of the working period, taking as pro- 
visional basis the amount of the claim opposed to the 
Fund. 

Art. 56. — On December 3lst each year the debts of 
the Society shall be liquidated. Stock will be taken, 
and a detailed account prepared showing receipts and 
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expenses of the preceding year and the amount of fire 

claims made. 

These diverse documents will be placed at the dis- 
posal of the Commissioners forty days at the latest 
before the General Meeting, and the Commissioners 
shall have the right, during the quarter preceding the 
General Meeting, and every time they shall deem it 
advisable in the interest of the Fund, to examine the 
books and operations of the Fund. The accounts will 
be presented to the General Meeting, and will be com- 
municated at every request to anyone having the right 
to demand them. 



VI 

Board of Directors. 
Control and Surveillance Commissioners. 

Art. 57. — The Fund is administered by a Committee, 
which is nominated by the members united at the 
General Meeting at the moment of the definite founda- 
tion of the Society. 

It is composed of six to nine members chosen among 
the adherents. 

Art. 58. — The members of the Committee are 
nominated for six years, counting from January 1st 
which shall follow the formation of the Fund : they 
will enter upon their duties the same day as this for- 
mation takes place. 

The Committee shall be renewable by thirds every 
two years. The first and the second series of members 
leaving will be chosen by lot. Members leaving are 
eligible for re-election. 

Art. 59. — The Committee nominates a Board com- 
posed as under : a President, a Vice-President, a Treas- 
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urer, a Secretary or a Treasurer-Secretary. They shall 
be elected by a majority of votes. 

The members of the Board are elected every two 
years, after the renewal of the Committee, They are 
eligible for re-election. 

Art. 60. — The President watches over and ensures 
the execution of the Statutes ; each year at the General 
Meeting he presents a statement of the operations of 
the Fund during the preceding year ; he is charged 
with regulating the procedings at the meetings. 

The Vice-President seconds the President and, if 
needs be, represents him. 

The Treasurer is entrused with recovery of subscrip- 
tions and payment of the Society's expenses, and is 
authorized to carry this out by all legal means. 

Art. 61. — All services are gratuitous, but the secre- 
tary may be chosen from outside the mutual aid society, 
and he may receive every year an indemnity which 
shall be proportionate to the importance and the amount 
of the work done by him. 

AaT. 62. — The Directors are responsible only in the 
measure of their mandate. They contract no obligation 
personal or collective by reason of their administration 
relative to the operations of the Fund. 

Art. 63. — The Committee has the most extended 
power. It can make arrangements, renounce claims ; it 
carries out all legal actions either as plaintiff or defen- 
dant, it administers the funds of the Society, verifies 
the accounts, and orders the employment of available 
cash, makes the necessary loans, in a word, regulates 
the whole affairs of the Society. 

The Committee delegates to the President, or to 
anyone else, the right to control and accept the risks. 

The Committee can accord allocations to local fire- 
brigades, either by way of encouragement or for the 
purchase of material, or after a fire as rewards. 
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The Committee can propose at the General Meeting 
the purchase of any material to fight fire. 

The preceding is an enunciation but not a limitation 
of its powers. 

Art. 64. — The Committee meets at the convocation of 
the President or, if anything prevents him, at that of 
the Vice-President, each time that it shall be necessary. 
Its deliberations are valid as soon as three members 
are present. The President has the casting vote in case 
of a tie. None can vote by proxy. 

All deliberations will be noted by minutes entered 
on the special register. These minutes shall be signed 
by the President and the Secretary. Copies or extracts 
of deliberations to be produced in a court of law or 
elsewhere will be certified and signed by the President 
or, failing hirn, by whoever replaces him,. 

Art. 65. — If any vacancies occur in the ranks of the 
Committee following on resignation or decease of one 
or several members, they will be replaced provisionally 
by act of the Board of Directors, and these nominations 
shall be submitted to the approbation of the next Gener- 
al Meeting. 

The member thus nominated will fulfil his duties 
during the remainder of Ihe mandate of the Director 
he replaces. 

Art. 66. — The Commission of Control and Surveil- 
lance is formed of at least two members, nominated by 
the foundation Meeting and each year after by the 
General Meeting. It will be recruited outside the Board, 
and its mission will be to verify the accounts of the 
Fund and to make a report to the General Meeting of 
the following year as to the situation of the Fund, the 
balance sheet and the accounts presented by the Board 
of Directors. It will convoke the members to a General 
Meeting should it find any irregularities in the accounts 
of the Board. 
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Art. 67. — The Commission of Control will be called 
upon, alone or conjointly with other members of the 
Board, to make visits of surveillance, once or several 
times a year, to members insured. It must see that all 
precautions are taken to avoid risks of fire ; it will take 
special care to note the state of chimneys, if they have 
been swept, etc. and will suggest to the insured what- 
ever precautions may be dictated by prudence. 



VII 
General Meetings. 

Art. 68. — The Fund will unite in General Meeting, 
at the convocation of the President, once a year. Absent 
members may be represented by proxy by another 
member by virtue of a declaration in writing. 

Art. 69. — A statement of attendance is drawn up, 
bearing the names and addresses of the members pres- 
ent or represented. It is certified by the Board and 
joined to the minutes of the meeting. 

Art. 70. — The General Meeting can only deliberate 
if it brings together at least a quarter of the members ; 
if it does not unite this number, a fresh meeting is 
convened within a delay of a fortnight maximum, and 
this time it deliberates validly whatever the number 
of members present. 

Art. 71. — The General Meeting is presided over 
by the President of the Board of Directors, in his 
absence by the Vice-President, failing whom by the 
Director that the Committee shall designate. 

The functions of Scrutinizes are fulfilled by the two 
eldest members, or, if they refuse, by those following 
in age until acceptance. 

The Board thus formed names the secretary. 
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Ant. 72. — Deliberations are recorded by minutes 
inscribed in a special register and signed by the Presi- 
dent, the Scrutineers and the Secretary. 

Art. 73. — The business of the meeting is fixed by 
the Board of Directors, and is submitted previously to 
the Commissioners. Only proposals emanating from the 
Committee, or from the Commissioners, or which have 
been communicated to the Board at least a month before 
the meeting by the members are considered. No other 
matter can be discussed than that appearing as the 
business of the Meeting. 

Art. 74. — The Board of Directors will propose to 
the General Meeting to determine the sum to be carried 
to the reserve fund, as well as the figure that the reserve 
fund should reach to permit the diminution or even 
suspension of the payment of annual subscriptions. 

Art. 75. — The annual General Meeting hears the 
reports of the Board of Directors and of the Commis- 
sioners otl the general and material situation of the 
Fund, on the operations of reinsurance which shall 
have been effected during the year, the balance sheet 
and the accounts, and the proposals submitted by the 
Directors. 

The Meeting discusses and, if needs be, approves the 
accounts. 

It names the Directors to be replaced and the Commis- 
sioners for the year following. 

It deliberates and passes resolutions which must be 
obeyed on all the interests of the Fund. 

Art. 76. — The Fund will meet at an Extraordthary 
General Meeting every time that the Board of Directors 
shall deem it necessary and at the collective request of 
a fifth of the members, or again, at the request of the 
Commissioners. 

But the validity of its deliberations will require the 
presence of at least half the members, who should be 
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convened by individual letters indicating the business 
to be considered. 

Art. 77. — The modifications of the statutes will be 
made known to members with the remittance of the 
first receipt for subscriptions delivered to them. 



Dissolution. Liquidation. 

Art. 78. — The dissolutiou of the Fund can only take 
place by the wish of three quarters of the members uni- 
ted in an Extraordinary General Meeting, and the funds 
in hand shall be paid over to an agricultural institution 
of the district. 
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